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The Walk Of Faith
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Rev. Samuel and Aileen Gunawan

we simply have to have a comprehensive
plan.  We like to control the map of  our
life and know everything well in advance.
But faith is content just knowing that Godís
promises cannot fail. This is the excitement
of  walking with God. When we read the
books of  Acts, we never quite know what
is going to happen with the next turn of
the page. The Spirit is in control, and that
is enough. Paul had no formula as to how
he would evangelise; he was simply going
by faith. God unveiled the route as he went
along.

The promise at the beginning of  the book
of  Acts 1:8 is ìîYou will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes upon you.î No wonder
Jesus told the disciples to ìwait for the gift
my Father promisedî. Just as Abram and
his wife Sarai had to wait with expectation
for what God had promised them. Having
faith in the promise is the key and the only
hope for every person.

Faith deals with the invisible things of
God. It refuses to be ruled by the physical
senses. Faith is able to say, ìYou can do what
you like, because I know God is going to take
care of  me. He has promised to bless me wherever
He leads me.î Remember that even when
every demon in hell stands against us, the
God of  Abraham remains faithful to all His
promises! Jesus Christ cannot fail His own
people who trust in Him.

Why not start afresh today? Begin carefully
and prayerfully to search the Scriptures,
asking the Holy Spirit to make Godís
promises come alive to the point where
you can live off  them, even as Abraham
did.

Do not be afraid when you do not know
exactly how God will lead and supply for
you. Rather, just hold firmly to His hand
and walk in faith. God has promised to
uphold and defend you.

In conclusion, if  you are someone who
has ëgone down to Egyptî walked away
from your initial trust and consecration to
God, then return right now with all your
heart to the Lord. Go back to that altar
you once made as a place of  worship and
surrender to God. He has promised to
receive everyone who comes to Him
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Although
you cannot see Him, the Father watches
over you, waiting with compassion and
love for you to return home to Him. Return
by faith and continue to walk by faith!

Godís blessings,

Rev. Samuel & Aileen Gunawan

When most of  us think about how we are
doing spiritually, we think about surface
things. We zero in on behaviour patterns,
such as, have we been gossiping, have we
been staying true to our marriage, have we
been reading our Bibles, have we been
tithing? We concentrate on outward works
while forgetting that they are simply the
fruit of  a deeper spiritual factor.

What Paul knew, but what we seem to have
forgotten, is that when people break down
in their behaviour, backslide into sinful
living, or grow cold in the Lord, it is
because their faith has broken down first.
When someoneís temper keeps flaring out
of  control, that is not the real problem;
deep underneath is a weakness of  faith.
So it is with all our departures from right
living.

Our ministry goal is to teach the Word of
God in such a way that peopleís faith in
Christ is built up. What God is really after
is a people who show a strong, personal
faith and commitment to Him.

Abraham was obviously the great example
when it comes to faith. How did he ever
develop such towering trust in God? What
can we do to develop the same type of
Faith?

1. We Live by promises

In Genesis 12:1-3, God spoke to Abram
and said, ìLeave your country, your people and
your fatherís household and go to the land I will
show youî.
God directed Abram to do only one thing,
ìLeaveî, and in return, God would do
wonderful things for him. However it

required Abram to leave his country, his
people, and his relatives ñ in other words,
his comfort zone. He had to give up the
land he knew best, the culture he had
grown up in, the familiar sights and sounds.
People who walk by faith often hear Godís
voice telling them, ìYou need to leave now. Itís
time to move on to something new.î

When you walk by faith, God will never
let you settle into some area of  stability
forever. Just when you reach a certain place
spiritually and decide to pitch your tent
and relax for the rest of  your life, God
says, ìLeaveî. This was the story of  Abram.
In fact, he was never allowed to settle down
permanently as long as he lived.

The grace of  God flows through the
channel of  His promises. The promises
of  God bring us hope only when we
respond in faith, as Abram did. That is
what sustained him throughout his life.
The tender love of  God towards us, as
revealed in His gracious promises, is the
only thing that draws us to a closer walk
with the Lord.

2. We have a faithful Master

Abraham obeyed and went even though
he did not know where he was going. He
had no map, no line-up of  motel
reservations along the way. His caravan
simply headed west towards the
Mediterranean, and that was that. God had
said He would show him where to stop
sometime in the future when he got to
wherever he was going.

We would struggle with this, wouldnít we?
Not only in our vacation travel, but also
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As we start the year, it is wonderful to see the vision for 2004. As we take
each step to fulfil the VISION, there are great challenges to be faced with
excitement and anticipation. This year, the theme for Women of  Hope is to
DISCOVER OUR GIFT. In line with the church vision, we are believing for
the impossible.

Did you ever pause to comprehend that God knows each worker by name?
In Exodus 31:2, 6, He mentions two names of  people that He made to be
craftsmen. God has given each person a diversity of  gifts ñ skills and talents
to accomplish meaningful work. God designs every single ability that you have
and it matters to Him.

I would like to encourage you to ask God to unveil two gifts that He has
bestowed to you. As you discover two gifts, respond by developing and using
them for His glory. Let all that you do reflect the creative abilities God has
given to you.

Praise God for what He is going to reveal to you as you seek Him.

ìWhat we are is Godís gift to us; what we do with it is our own gift to Him.î
ñ Warren W. Wiersbe

God bless you.

Women of  Hope meets every last Saturday of  the month.

This year, the vision is ìGo forth in faith and receive the impossible.î

In the first Men of  Hope meeting of  2004, Pastor Sam shared that God created man
in His image and authority is given to men to rule over all the earth (Genesis 1:26). In
his sharing, he also encouraged us to rise up and take the lead to move on according to
Godís direction so that we will receive all the promises He has given to us.

ìGoing forthî is to take the action of  pressing on and moving forward, taking up new
challenges, fulfilling the plans of  God. It requires us to step out. It may mean stepping
out of  our familiar environment or comfort zone. As we step out, there may be some
areas in our life that we need to change.

In general, the challenges and changes that we face when we are moving forward may
seem difficult and impossible for us. If  we stop half  way, we will never receive what God
has promised us.

I would like to encourage you to go forth by taking the first step out with willingness,
focusing on Godís promises for you and have faith in Him. If  you encounter any struggles,
difficulties or problems, seek godly counsel from your pastors or church leaders.

God bless you.

Men of  Hope meets every 2nd Saturday of  each month.
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Thank You

I was an alcoholic and drug addict for ten
years. Those addictions gave me what I
thought were - confidence, strength, love,
courage and freedom. In reality, all they
gave me were grief, headaches, heartaches,
problems, guilt, shame and a lack of  self-
confidence as well as empty pockets. At
times, I was homeless, moving from friend
to friend and expecting everyone to feel
sorry for me. I always thought it was my
right because I had the worst problems in
the world. I considered suicide many times
but did not have the guts to go through
with it.

I did not ever have faith in anyone or
anything and never trusted anyone either.
If  times were tough, I would have a drink
or take some drugs. That is how I fixed
my problems ñ by getting wasted. Towards
the end of  2003, I was facing yet another
set of  problems. As a result of  my
addictions, my relationships with family
or friends would often be rocky.

During that period, I was working as a
telemarketer in Auburn. One day, I got off
the train in Parramatta. I had no idea why
I did that because I did not know anyone
in that area but I needed somewhere to
stay. I was guided to a pub on George
Street in Parramatta where they provide
accommodation as well. I could not really
afford the rent but I arranged to move in
one week later anyway.

Eventually, I made some friends and was
able to indulge in my addictions with them
by my side. Drugs and alcohol were the
common ground we built our relationship

upon. Expensive rent and my addictions
soon caused me to have financial problems
again. As a result, I had to swallow my
pride and eat with the homeless people of
Parramatta. I met a lot of  people who have
had many experiences that were far worse
than any of  mine. I have built many
relationships with some very strong and
beautiful people and the experiences some
of  them have shared have humbled me
dramatically. A lot of  them showed me
strength that I have never seen in my life.
They showed me that I have a few
problems in my life but it was my privilege
and duty to do more for others.

One typical Sunday afternoon in November
2003, I was hanging out with three friends
in Parramatta mall. A very courageous lady
approached us and invited us to attend
church with her. There was an ex-convict
who was to be the guest speaker that day
at Hope Church. His name was Kevin
Mudford. My friend, John knew him and
said that he would go to the church service.
I went along as well. As the five of  us
walked to the church, the courageous lady
shared with me some of  her testimonies.
Looking at her, it was hard to imagine the
problems she had experienced even though
I knew she was telling the truth. Her
testimonies had strengthened me and
caused me to be excited going to church.
I praise God for introducing me to such
a beautiful, loving person.

Many beautiful miracles happened that day
and as a result, I had the strength to walk
to the front of  the service during the altar
call. I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as
my Saviour into my heart. Praise God - I
was saved!

The moment I accepted the Lord into my
heart, I felt an immediate rush of  heat
filling inside me and at the same time, the
weight I have been carrying was lifted from
my weary body. I instantly felt the peace
in my heart. I had tingles and shivers
running through me that I could not
explain but the immense happiness I felt
were exhilarating. It was like I had finally
found my home ñ Praise God. I
understood very little of  what happened
that day and my words are incapable of
describing it properly.

I want to praise God for bringing me back
to Him, for calling me by name, for saving
me, and most of  all for dying on the cross
for me. I believe He has always loved me
even when I refused to know Him before.
God has always shown me His light and
has been knocking at the door to my heart.
 The moment I have accepted Him into
my heart, a whole new world has been
shown to me. ìI am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through meî ñ John 14:6. I believe
He has rescued me many times and He
has used the rough times to teach and
strengthen me.

I believe Godís love and protection kept
me from going to jail. I also believe that
Godís love, strength and courage have
healed me of  those addictions. Thank you
Father for loving me and giving me a fresh
start to my life.

ìFor I know the plans I have for youî says
the Lord. ìplans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and
a futureî ñ Jeremiah 29:11.

Thank you Lord Jesus for everything you
have done for me. I give you all the glory
of  my life and I know that everything I
am and everything I will be is because of
you. I love you with all my heart and soul
and surrender to you, now and forever. I

am honoured to be your servant and child.
Thank you for your blessings. Hallelujah
Lord Jesus and I praise your name. Thank
you Lord Jesus.

Lewis Tahere

OK Lord

I was saved in November 2003. Praise God
and since then, the Lord has given me so
many miracles that I am unable to count
them. He is awesome, wonderful and
everything to me. He is all I need in my
life and I surrender to Him now and
forever.

I was without a job for about six weeks.
This made things difficult but having Him
with me gave me a complete sense of
peace. Without understanding, I knew
everything would be all right. Praise God.
Since I had experienced this situation
before, I was quite shocked to feel so much
peace within me. Before I had always
worried and thought about sinful ways of
fixing the problem. Not this time though.

A friend of  mine had told me that she and
her husband had started renovating their
house. I told her that I would be glad to
help them. A couple of  days later, she
called me and asked me if  I could help her
in the renovation and she would pay me
for the job I performed. This was an offer
that I found hard to accept because she
was a friend of  mine. I sought the Lord
for direction in this matter and He showed
me that this was His provision for me. The
two days work ended up being about one
and a half  weeks worth, which provided
me with enough money to pay my rent for
a few weeks as well as to buy some food
and toiletries. Praise God. The work itself
was quite physically demanding and most
of  it was new to me. Yet, the Lord gave
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me the strength, perseverance, knowledge
and courage to get it done.

During this time, the Lord has also guided
me to Fitness First, a major health club in
Parramatta. I left my resume for the
General Manager to read and I was told
that she would ring me back. But she did
not call back. I persistently called her and
also spoke face to face with the reception
staff  for about two weeks. I also did a lot
of  praying during this period because I
felt that God had led me to this path. I
asked God to allow me to do this job and
also to excel in it. Two weeks after I left
my resume with them, the General
Manager called me and we made an
appointment for an interview. Eventually,
I was offered the job and I have also broken
two records for the clubís sales team. One
for achieving the highest examination result
and the other was for the most sales record
on the first day. Praise God for He is truly
an incredible God.

After accepting Jesus Christ as my Lord
and Saviour into my heart, I heard Him
telling me to join Him and be baptised. I
said ìsweetî as in ìOK Lordî. I went
through baptism class with five others who
had also made the same decision. We were
all baptised on Saturday, 7th February 2004
at the Narrabeen Lakes. I have publicly
declared that the Lord Jesus Christ is my
Saviour and King and that I have
surrendered my life to Him. I am a child
of  God and I am His privileged and willing
servant. Praise God. Hallelujah, Hallelujah,
Hallelujah Lord Jesus.

Lewis Tahere

Something Beautiful

I want to thank God for His faithfulness
and love that He has shown me from the

moment I dedicated my life to Him. The
beginning of  2004 marked another
significant turning point in my life whereby
God completely delivered me from all my
past hurts. It was the first time I heard my
own voice confessed that I loved my
mother. Up until that moment, I could
never bring myself  to utter those words
without an overwhelming wave of  sadness,
bitterness and anger surging within me at
the same time. But our God has truly been
faithful and good. He has brought me a
long way during my walk with Him. He
filled my parched heart with His abounding
love so that I could have the love to love
others including myself.

This process of  trusting God and believing
that He would never hurt me did not come
about in an instant. It took a long while
with all the different obstacles that were
placed before me but I have triumphed
nonetheless with His grace and love. God
has given me enough love to bless everyone
in my life including those who have once
hurt me so deeply that it even hurt to think
about it. Through Godís love invested in
me, I was able to freely confess my
forgiveness to them and release all feelings
of  anger, hurt, resentment and envy. I have
felt the tremendous touch of  God, which
has brought so much joy in my life that I
want to share it with anyone and everyone
I meet. Through Godís love, I realise that
you donít need a mirror to confirm that
someone is beautiful, however, it is through
the love of  Jesus that is within us radiating
out to the world that truly makes us
beautiful. The words to the song
ìSomething Beautifulî encapsulate what
God has done in my life.

I would like for all the people who have
been hurt in the past, even by their most
loved ones, to know that our God is an
able God and that He will not only love
you wholeheartedly but He will heal you
of  all past hurts. He will renew and restore

you and make you beautiful as He intended
you to be.

With much love in Him,
Julia Loc

God's Blood Transfusion

On the 7th of  January 2004, I went to the
doctor for a medical check-up. My parents
had been telling me for quite sometime to
go for a check-up but I kept refusing
because I didn't want to go. Supposedly
on that day, my dad was to bring me for
a drive (L's), but we ended up at the clinic.
The doctor did some normal checks like
blood pressure, weight and height and then
took some blood samples.

The next morning, the doctor rang and
informed us to come and collect the results,
saying that it was urgent, but I had already
made plans to go to the pool with my
brother that day. So, my dad dropped my
brother and me at the pool while he went
to collect the results from the doctor. When
we came home, my dad said that I had to
go to hospital the next day. The medical
results saying that my haemoglobin levels
were really low. I had a reading of  61. The
haemoglobin level ranges from 130-180
for my age. If  you're wondering what
haemoglobin stands for like I did, it is "the
oxygen-transporting substance in the
blood". I had to look it up in my ipaq for
the meaning, No wonder I get tired easily
whenever I tried to run or do some physical
exercise.

So on Friday morning, we all went to the
hospital. First we tried Westmead Children's
Hospital but I was already 16 so I had to
go to the normal Westmead Hospital. At
the hospital, a nurse did some checks on
me, took my blood pressure and
temperature, and then I was taken to a
ward. A nurse took some blood samples

from me and left the needle thing in my
arm. Another nurse came and she took
my blood pressure and temperature again.
The doctor at the hospital said that because
my haemoglobin levels were so low, I would
need a blood transfusion to bring them
back up to a safer level. My mum asked if
I could get my level up by eating more
food but the doctor said it would take a
very long time. She also said that my heart
was pumping at a rate of  120 whereas
normal rate is around 60. Since my heart
was pumping so fast even when I was not
doing any physical exercise, and if  I did
anything drastic to cause my heart to beat
faster, I could have had a heart attack, even
at my young age.

For the next few hours, the nurse kept
checking on my blood pressure, pulse and
temperature. At 12:27pm, the doctor came
back with the blood results. My
haemoglobin count had risen to 70 and
my iron level was 2.3. The doctor said
there may be a variation  in results between
different labaratories but in my heart, I
knew it was the work of  God. Then the
doctor did another test before she went
away to discuss the matter with a professor.
They were contemplating whether to give
me a blood transfusion or to prescribe
some iron tablets for me. At 12:40pm, the
nurse checked my blood pressure, pulse
and temperature again. At 1:50pm, the
doctor came back and took some more
blood from the arm that didn't have the
needle thing sticking out of  it and then
the nurse took the needle thing out. The
doctor prescribed me some folate and iron
tablets and to make an appointment to see
another doctor. Praise God that I don't
have to get a blood transfusion. So all up,
I was in the hospital for 5 hours. My next
appointment was on 14th January 2004,
whereby I was scheduled to see a blood
specialist, Professor Koutts.

From then on, I got to eat steak everyday
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maybe 5 or 6 times, prepared by my mum,
to try to get my haemoglobin and iron
levels up because the doctor advised to eat
more red meat. On Wednesday, 14th
January we went to see the professor and
he said that I was alright and the reason
to the low
count was due
to my diet. I
just have to
take the iron
tablets for
around 6
months.

The following
week, I stayed
at the pastor's house for a week. I made a
deal with Jonathan that I would eat what
they ate and to try new foods because I
was very fussy and didn't like to try new
foods. It was hard but there was always
people supporting me in prayer.

I have been trying to get fit from about
July last year. I thought my fitness had
deteriorated due to the fact that I had
stopped doing sports and physical exercises
in school. In school, we donít do sport in
grade 11 and 12 and we don't have p.d.h.p.e.
as well. So it was a long time since I had
played sports and ran around. Since July
last year, I have tried to get fitter. After
running around for about a minute I would
be tired and had to stop and rest because
it was very hard to breath. Even though I
got tired easily, I was still doing fitness and
physical movement and trying to get fit. I
am still shocked and amazed that I didn't
get hurt or even suffered any possible form
of heart attack during those times. I believe
that it was God's divine protection on my
life because I know that He has a plan for
me. "For I know the plans I have for you,"
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future." - Jeremiah 29:11.

On 23rd January 2004, I went to the
Amazing Race, which involved some form
of  physical exercise. At that event, I had
already begun to feel like I had new strength
in me and I felt fitter and healthier. On
the following Friday, 30th January, I went

ice-skating. I
remember the
last time I went
ice-skating; I
wasn't able to
sprint because
I got tired. But
on that Friday,
I was sprinting
around fine
without getting

tired.

I am feeling and looking much better now.
I can see redness in my hands and I am
not pale anymore. I believe that the hospital
experience was to prepare me for what
was to come and that I need to take care
of  my body because it is the temple of  the
Holy Spirit. "Do you not know that your
body is a temple of  the Holy Spirit, who
is in you, whom you have received from
God?" - 1 Corinthians 6:19. During these
past months, a verse that really spoke to
me was Isaiah 40:29-31 where it says - "He
gives strength to the weary and increases
the power of  the weak. Even youths grow
tired and weary, and young men stumble
and fall; but those who hope in the LORD
will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles; they will run and not
grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint."

I am also eating properly and eating more
now. I enjoy my food now and I don't rush
through my food like I used to. I want to
thank God for what He has given and
made because everything God made is
good. "So I commend the enjoyment of
life, because nothing is better for a man
under the sun than to eat and drink and

be glad. Then joy will accompany him in
his work all the days of  the life God has
given him under the sun" ñ Ecclesiastes
5:18. I was really encouraged by a friend
who had shared with me the same
experiences he had gone through like I
did. I would also like to express my special
thanks to everyone who has encouraged
me and helped me through the last couple
of  months either trying to get me fit or
improve in my eating habit. Most of  all, I
want to thank God for what he has done
and what he has given to me.

On the 6th of  February 2004, I went back
to the doctor for a check-up and again, he
took some of  my blood samples. On the
13th of  February, I went back to get my
results. This time, my haemoglobin level
was an amazing 123! The haemoglobin
level has doubled as compared to the results
I took in January. Less than a month and
I have already recovered. I want to praise
God for my miracle healing and quick
recovery.

Tim Tan

Rich in the Lord

All praises to our God for the brilliant start
of  another big year! Are you excited? We
have already witnessed 6 lives choosing to
walk faithfully with God through water
baptism. We had an awesome and powerful
all day prayer - and if  you haven't been to
one, I really encourage you to come along
and feel Godís full power and He might
touch your life and the ones around you.
We also saw the awesome grand opening
of  Youthopea at a brand new time and
location. Can you believe that all these
have taken place within the last one and a
half  months?

This year, as I put more and more of  my
trust in God, He has continued to walk

with me through difficult times and in
managing my finances. Recently, my car
has been quite unreliable. The power
windows have almost stopped working,
and the transmission has seen better days.
All in all, the repair bill came to in excess
of  $3,000. I want to thank God for His
provisions that I am able to meet the
financial commitment and also for reducing
the initial cost of  replacing the transmission
from $13,000 to $5,000 to $1,650. One
thing I've learnt (other than to not buy
another VW), is to put our complete trust
in Him and He will provide all our needs.
He is faithful in all He does (Psalm 33:4)
and He will never leave you nor forsake
you (Deuteronomy 31:6).

So often I have called on the Lord during
times of  distress, and have taken for
granted the blessings he has continued to
provide in the form of  family, friends and
health. This year has already seen my good
friend, Tim accepted Jesus into his life,
Godís ever-growing influence in my family
and His watchful guidance in my life. Paul
wrote - "Give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God's will for you in Jesus Christ"
(1 Thessalonians 5:18), and so I want to
take this opportunity to thank the Lord
for everything.

Andrew Tang

God Loves You

There was one stage in my life when my
mood swing was like a yo-yo; one moment
I would feel happy and then it would just
turn to sadness and feeling down the next
moment. I did not know why I felt like
this and only realised as time went on. I
felt as if  I was not loved and as if  no one
cared about me.

One time at prayer, this really got to me.
The devil was saying, ìNo one loves you
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not even Godî. It was a difficult battle
inside me ñ agreeing to what the devil was
trying to instil in my mind and next
moment trying to convince myself  that
was not true. This went on until I finally
rebuked the devil to flee from me and I
said, ìGod loves meî. As I said that, Pastor
Sam came to me and said ìGod loves youî.

I was so touched because it couldnít have
come at a better time. I know God is real
and that He loves me. God promised He
would never leave me nor forsake me. And
He DID NOT!

Stella Lim

Getting Into Trouble With
God

Repeatedly I asked God, why? Why? Why?
Why are things so hard? I kept asking God
to take my problems away, but it seemed
as though He was never listening. Wait a
minute; God would never do such a thing
because He hears all our prayers.

Then why isn't God doing anything about
my problems? Then I realised that I was
only thinking of  myself  and not what God
wanted. I had forgotten to wait for God's
timing. For everything there is a season, and a
time for every purpose under heaven (Ecclesiastes
3:1).

OK, so I had to be more patient. But that
did not answer the question as to why God
was allowing hindrances in my life from
serving Him more. Not too long ago, I
found the answer. It is during times like
these that we become closer to God and
through these, God is developing my
character, to become more like Christ.
ìAnd we know that in all things God works for
the good of  those who love Him, who have been
called according to His purposeî (Romans 8:28).

It doesn't matter how often I am able to
serve God at church or Youthopea, because
God looks at the heart. Ultimately God
wants us to serve Him not just during
church, but to live a life of  servanthood.
Praise God that I am now more patient
and loving (especially towards my family).
I know that God is not finished with me
yet, but all I can do is to persevere and not
give up, but to grow up!

Victor Tran

A Test Of Faith

When I made plans to come to Australia,
I thought that it would be purely for the
purpose of  finishing my communications
degree. God has shown me over the past
few months that He has a lot more for me
to learn while I am here.

God is teaching me to depend on Him
more and more each day for everything
that I need. That is why I feel like the
Hope Church Mission statement for this
year is so relevant to me. God really wants
me to go forth in faith this year and receive
the impossible. And already I am finding
myself  doing this; not by my own strength,
but by His.

When Ryan and I first arrived in Australia,
we had nothing but the clothes in our
suitcases. God provided us with a Christian
hostel to stay at until we were able to find
our own apartment. The people there were
so kind and generous, giving us many free
meals and helping us fill our kitchen shelves
with what we needed to get started. As a
journalism student, I knew I would need
a television to keep up with the news in
Australia. Ryan and I were able to find a
television of  a significant size sitting out
with the trash bins down the street from

out apartment. What a blessing!

But since then, God has been looking after
many other needs in our lives. We were
having difficulty finding a church that was
close by and that met our spiritual needs.
While out on a walk one day, I came across
the Hope Church banner on Jubilee Lane.
What an incredible blessing our new church
family has been to us! Through the prayer
of  others, new friendship and many
practical needs being met, we feel like we
really belong here.

God has done so much for us already, and
yet I know that He needs us to depend on
Him even more. I truly feel that He is
preparing us for the future. As we prepare
to head home to Canada in six months,
we have a lot of  big decisions ahead of  us.
We both need to find jobs as well as a
place to live and another church family.
We are trusting that God will supply us
with every need if  we continue to walk
closer and closer with Him.

Shannon Guthrie

A Life Saved By My Faithful
Loving Father

For the past few years of  my life, things
were just going down the drain. Everyday
of  my life, I would convince myself  that
I will never make anything out of  myself.

Before my cousin, Lun introduced me to
Hope Church; I was attending another
Church in Liverpool. During that period,
things got very wild in my life ñ late night
outings would be a priority in my life.
Now that I found Hope Church and
rededicated my life to Jesus Christ, things
have turned out so much clearer for me
about my life. I have made some great
friends who are constantly encouraging

me. My faith in God is so much stronger
now. I thank God everyday for the love
He has given to me and the blessings He
has poured in my life.

ìGod grant me the serenity to accept things
I cannot change, the courage to change
things I can, and the wisdom to know the
differenceî.

This is one of  my favourite saying, which
I have placed near my bedside lamp table.
It has encouraged me and I hope it can be
an encouragement to you as well.

God Bless,
Lim Voeung

Reunited

Our God is such an awesome God who
has so much grace, compassion and love.
He has always helped me through bad
situations ever since I was young and
brought me back home into His house.

I remember in the beginning of  2003, I
told my cousin and friends that I needed
faith. Now I am here with my Father again,
I know that there is nobody far greater
and worthier than Him.

My heart cried out for someone, anyone
to hear me, comfort me, understand me
and take control of  my life. How bless I
am to know that my God and my Father
had answered my prayer.

God Bless,
Kim Seng

The Refreshing Touch of God

God has blessed me so much with His
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grace and love.

He showed me that there is always HOPE
and that if  I stumble, or when Iím down
He is there to catch me and lift me up
again.

When I pray, He blesses me. I have learnt
a lot about Him and His Words.

When I got baptised, I felt so refreshed as
I came out of  the water. I felt like I was
being Born Again to start a brand new life
with Christ.

God has many plans for you and me. Let
us learn what God has planned for us in
our lives.

Thank You Jesus for healing me of  my
sickness and thank you for forgiving my
sins. Amen.

Love,
Mary Yan

No Way

In the past, I would often wonder where
my life would take me to rather than what
I want to do with my life. I could never
find an answer as far as God or Jesus is
concerned and I would live a life without
God. I used to believe that I could do
everything on my own and with my own
strength and therefore, I had no need for
God in my life.

It was only through my grandfatherís death
and the encouragement from my cousin
and aunty that I came to know Jesus and
all the answers to my questions. Now I do
think about life with my Lord Jesus and I
am living a wonderful life knowing that I
am a child of  God.

Cham Voeung

Renewal Of Faith

My early education in primary and
secondary school were based on Roman
Catholicism. In both schools, the
celebration of  Christ was highly
indoctrinated in the school curriculum
through religion classes, and Masses to
mark significant events each year.
Throughout my time at school, I held
strong respect and reverence for God and
appreciated the ceremonious blessings that
were brought about during these events.

However, my religious involvements were
usually limited to attendance at Mass
organised by school, and religion classes
that I often spent catching up on sleep.
Sometimes I would find interest in classes
which taught about the Bible from a
historic perspective: hearing stories about
the experiences of  Jesus and the miracles
witnessed during His time in our world;
as well as the Old Testamentís account of
creation. But personally, the significance
of  religion remained as simply an interest.
Although I aspired to do good by Christian
values, I did not consider myself  to be a
Christian and the extent of  my faith had
limited influence in my life.

As I started University, my passive faith
was quickly subordinated to new social
and study commitments. What existed of
that faith slowly faded, as I was faced with
heavy workloads of  study and other
pursuits in life. Years passed and pondering
upon where life was taking me, I felt I was
losing drive and motivation my course of
life. This is the same drive and motivation
that pushed me to strive for the marks that
would gain me a place in University, a
significant stage in my life. But from here
I felt I was going downhill.

Uncertainty came upon me after changing
courses and career direction during
University.  I began to doubt myself, and

my ability to achieve my goals and dreams
in life, which I believe is the consequence
of  failing to clearly establish what they
really were in the first place. I needed
guidance, and after my close friend, Andrew
Tang, introduced me to his newly rekindled
faith of  Christianity within Hope Church,
I found myself  seeking faith and values
within.

Hope Church introduced me to Christianity
in its most fundamental form; to establish
a relationship with the Lord Jesus and to
accept Him as our Saviour. My weekend
away at Hope Church Camp reinvigorated
my faith in God and reaffirmed my values
that would encourage me to serve others
in the Christian way. Here I stand a newly
proclaimed Christian, and I will now walk
tall with the faith in God. My recent
baptism is an expression of  inward change
of  attitude within my life, through the

work of  the Holy Spirit.

Without faith, what great purpose is there
to our time here? If  you deny the existence
of  God and believe that there is really
nothing after life in this world, where do
you find the sustenance to work for a
meaningful purpose in life? ìTrust in the
Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct your pathsî Prov. 3:5,
6.

Timothy Kwok
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Church Camp 2003 ñ ìInto His Imageî

Our 3rd Hope Church camp was held at the Mangrove Mountain Retreat from 19th
December 2003 to 21st December 2003. The theme for the camp was ìInto His Imageî.
It was awesome to see so many familiar faces as well as the first timers in our midst. For
the few days that we were there at the camp, we lived, ate and learnt the Word of  God
together like a big family.

In line with the theme, ìInto His Imageî all camp attendees were grouped into one of
four teams, named after various paper brands and the names of  various scientific body
parts. The four teams were named as Reflex Humerus, Crown Cranium, Victory Femur
and Reliable Phalanges. During the camp, games and activities were played and points
were awarded to the respective winning team. The points were recorded and accumulated.
The team with the highest score at the end of  the camp is the ultimate winner to receive
ìThe Ultimate Crownî, which is the most prestigious prize that could only be achieved
through unified teamwork and participation.

Each day was filled with devotions, praise and worship, discussion of  The Word,
recreational activities like rock climbing, swimming, canoeing and games. One of  the
interesting highlights was ìThe Theatreî. Each team had to put together a short skit
based on the theme ìInto His Imageî. All performances were varied but reflected the
unique interpretations of  transforming into Godís image. Hope Church camp 2003 was
filled with much excitement and fun but most importantly it was a time where we came
together to learn more about what it actually means to be created in Godís image. We
delved into the Word to see how sin has damaged our image but through Jesus Christ
our image has been restored when we receive Him into our hearts. We also learnt that
to be more like Jesus we must cooperate with the Holy Spirit to change and this happens
through reading the bible, prayer, worship, attending the various activities in Church like
Home Cell and Dot. Com and putting all that we have learned into action in our daily
lives. We also have to understand that becoming like Christ is a life long process and that
we are all works in progress, and that God will see us through until the very end.

Christmas Day Celebration

On the 25th of  December 2003, Hope Church celebrated Christmas at the Pastorsí
house. We celebrated the birth of  Jesus with carols, the sharing of  The Word, a feast
of  food and the exchange of  gifts. But most importantly, it was a time for us to really
reflect on the true meaning of  Christmas and the similarity of  the stable where Jesus
was born and our hearts. Just as God had chosen for His son to enter the world through
the stable, He has now also chosen your heart. No longer does He want to remain in
the stable but rather He wants to enter and give birth to Christ in our hearts. Let us open
our hearts to Him today.

New Years ìWatch Night Serviceî

The 31st of  December 2003 marked the ending of  a very fruitful year for everyone and
Hope Church. We celebrated the end of  2003 with praise and worship and testimonies
from each and everyone reflecting on all the past trials and triumphs and coming together
corporately in prayer for our Nation, Hope Church, families, friends, work places and
ourselves as we enter into the new year of  2004. Later, we joined in with the rest of
Sydneysiders to watch the spectacular display of  fireworks on television from the comfort
of  our lounge room and then feasted on some scrumptious supper.

All Day Prayer ñ ìAliveî

Prayer, being the very breath of  the Church means that we as the Body of  Christ need
also to be united together in corporate prayer. It states in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 ñ ìPray
continuallyî. We are to pray continually whether it be in our own personal quiet time,
with our peers or at our Church. This year at Hope Church, we are holding four ìAll
Day Prayerî days called ìAliveî. All church members are encouraged to pray for the
mighty things to happen in our church, families, friends, work places and in our own
lives. Prayer, as we have started to learn in our Home Cells this year, is our form of
communication with our Lord. Prayer allows us access to God and it is available to all
believers. And it anticipates His answer and achieves the impossible. Especially with
Hope Churchís vision for this year being ìStepping out in faith and receiving the
impossibleî we need to further gird ourselves with prayer in order to protect our minds
and thoughts from the provocation or the defeat of  the enemy and step out in faith to
receive His promised provision. The first All Day Prayer ñ ìAliveî was held at the Pastorsí
house on the 31st of  January 2004. The remaining three will be held on the 24th of
April, 28th of  August and 27th of  November respectively. It was such a privilege for
us to come together corporately as the Body of  Christ to pray to Him. It was a twelve
hours continuous prayer session commencing at 7:00 am and concluding at 7:00 pm. It
was so awesome to see the dedication of  so many people present at the prayer and to
receive His blessings that He has poured into our lives. Many people were ministered
to in various ways either through the Pastors, leaders and some through the touch of
the Lord.

Baptism

On the 7th of  February 2004, six special young people were baptised at the Narrabeen
Lakes. After undergoing baptism classes to thoroughly comprehend the full meaning of
baptism, Mary Yan, Kim Seng, Lim Voeung, Cham Voeung, Lewis Tahere and Timothy
Kwok in their act of  faith and obedience made a public declaration of  their love and
faith in Jesus in front of  family and friends by undergoing water baptism. We celebrated
and rejoiced with them in their obedience and devotion to God through their baptism
as they made their public confession of  them having surrendered their lives to Jesus
Christ, that their old sinful life is now dead and buried and that they are now a new
creation in Him.

2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come!
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Chefís Corner
Pastor Aileen Gunawan

Shark Fin Soup
Building Fund

18building fund

big God                  big Vision                  big Heart

Hope Mission Centre

We believe that God has prepared hearts like Caleb, a man with a ìdifferentî spirit, who
dares to believe God, who see things positively, who gives his finances and life, who is
courageous enough to step out, go in and possess.

We believe God has prepared individuals and families who are prepared to commit to
give an amount of  money over and above their normal tithes and offerings on a regular
basis.

If  the Lord is speaking to you to give to the Hope MissionCentre/Church building fund,
our account details are as follows:

Name :  Hope Mission Centre Inc. Building Fund
Bank :  Commonwealth Bank of  Australia
Branch :  Stockland Mall, Baulkham Hills  NSW
BSB No. :  062-336
Account No. :  1008 7884

If  you wish to send a cheque, please make it payable to:

ìHope Mission Centre Inc. Building Fundî
56 Delaney Drive

Baulkham Hills 2153

All gifts and donations to the building fund are tax deductible.

Together, let us build a nation for the Lord Jesus Christ, a people of  power and a healthy,
strong and God-fearing generation.

Soak the shark fin in hot water for 30 minutes, and then drain well before placing
in a pan with the stock. Bring to the boil, and then simmer for 15 minutes. Add
the chicken, bamboo shoots, sherry, salt and simmer for an extra five minutes.
Stir in the soy sauce.

In a separate pan, mix the cornflour with a little water to form a paste. Stir into
the soup and simmer for another five minutes. Sprinkle with pepper to serve.
(optional ñ red vinegar).

Ingredients:

125g shark fin
1 litre chicken stock

1 cup shredded, cooked chicken
½ cup shredded bamboo shoots

1 tbsp sherry
1 tbsp soy sauce
2 tsp cornflour
salt and pepper
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Hope Resources

Weekly Events

Sunday: 10 am Hope Church Worship Service
          Jubilee Lane (off  Marion St)
          Parramatta 2150

10am Hope Kids

4pm Youthopea
          Jubilee Lane (off  Marion St)
          Parramatta 2150

Monday: 7:30pm Monday Night Prayer
          56 Delaney Drive

            Baulkham Hills 2153

Wednesday: 8pm Home Cells

Autumn Events

March 27th: Women of  Hope

April 7th: Home Cell Easter Outreach

April 10th: Men of  Hope/Women of  Hope Combined

April 11th: Easter ìSonriseî Service

April 24th: ìAliveî - All Day Prayer

May 8th: Men of  Hope

May 9th: Motherís Day

May 29th: Women of  Hope

May 30th: Worship Seminar

Resources and services available to you from Hope Mission Centre:

www.hopemissioncentre.com:
Complete with all the information you need to know about Hope Mission Centre,
this website provides a continually updated wealth of  resources that will build your
life and encourage you.

OBS - Online Bible Study:
OBS is an online interactive Bible study, where users can share their thoughts on
the current chapter being studied, edifying and building up each other in the Word
of  God via email. To find out more about OBS or subscribe, visit
http://www.hopemissioncentre.com/hopechurch.htm and follow the link to OBS
or email Pastor David Gunawan david@hopemissioncentre.com

www.youthopea.com:
If  you are looking for the latest in whatís happening at Youthopea, this is the place
to go! The Youthopea website contains info on upcoming events, the Word; OBS,
testimonies and articles, general info on Youthopea; when and where it is held, its
vision, talk topics and leaders. The Youthopea website also contains an Instyle
section exploring the latest media, technology and image trends in the market.
Other features are games, downloads and the forum-Y site.

Forum-Y:
Forum-Y is an interactive part of  the Youthopea website which allows users to
post questions and ideas on worship, the word, life questions, media, technology,
fashion and anything in general! It is a place of  fun, fellowship and sharing. Forum-
Y is moderated daily which makes it a safe place to explore everyday issues with
others.

Hope Mission Centre Newsletter:
This quarterly publication contains numerous articles, testimonies and everything
you need to know about what is going on at Hope Mission Centre. So get your
hands on one today!

EQUIP training centre:
With numerous training programs to build you up in the Word of  God as well as
minstry skills, EQUIP training centre will aid in empowering you to fulfill the plans
God has for your life. With everything from audio/visual production workshops,
worship seminars and music training to intensive discipleship programs (DOT.COM)
teaching & preaching courses and leadership empowerment classes, EQUIP training
Centre will help to equip you to fulfill your destiny. Contact Hope Mission Centre
for more details.
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Enlarging your personal
                          capacityPastor David Gunawan

As children of  God, our heart should be
continually striving to please the Father.
But as much as we desire to serve God
with all our heart, our personal capacity is
the limiting factor as to what we can do.
For example, a person may have the intense
desire to serve God in music but if  that
person does not understand music or play
any instrument, then how can they serve
in the music ministry?

We cannot give out what we do not have.
Just as a jar of  water can only pour out
the capacity which it can hold, we cannot
pour out what we do not have. We cannot
minister to others if  we have nothing to
give. We cannot speak life into others if
we do not have life in ourselves. Some
people try to give and give all the time but
never take time to refill, while others try
and give beyond their capacity. Both types
of people end up dry and quickly are unable
to effectively serve anymore. Thus we must
be wise to ensure that we put out only as
much as our personal capacity allows us
and also continually receive ëtop-upsí to
remain filled at all times.

Being filled ultimately comes from the
Lord, for it is His strength and His power
that will equip you to serve. Once again
however, our personal capacity determines
how much He can fill us. The amount of
water that can be poured into a jar is limited
by the capacity of  the jar. Pouring more
water merely results in an overflow of
water, with nothing more being retained.
God has promised that He is there to bless
us, but if  we are not in a position to receive

youthopea

the youthopea section
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Talk of the Town

Courage & Boldness
For many people itís hard to
be bold and courages. It can
be a hindrance in many ways
for effective sharing and living.
God calls us to be BOLD and
COURAGES for he is always
with us

The Mind of Christ
My way? Godís way? My mind?
Godís mind? What a battle! Our
minds are the main factor that is
stopping us from doing the will of
God. As we delve deeper in the life
of  Christ, we will learn how to live
in the mind of  Christ.

Touching Heaven Changing Earth

What an awesome & powerful tool? By touching the heavens in our life,
we can change the earth with our life. When we come to the Father in
heaven, we can experience powerful things in our lives. This power can
then impact the lives around you. By touching heaven you can change the
earth!

> 
m
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all that He has, then we will only retain a
portion of  His blessings. Thus our personal
capacity not only limits what we give out
to others, it also limits what we can receive
from God.

Thus having established the importance of
personal capacity, how do we go about
increasing it? Increasing our personal
capacity requires a remoulding work by the
Creator Himself. On our part, we have to
be broken and in a humble, mouldable state
for the Lord to create in us more space to
house what He wants. This involves us
studying His Word and being sensitive to
the leadings of  the Holy Spirit. As the Spirit
reveals to us areas of  our life that require
change, we must be willing to change and
be moulded into His likeness. We have to
put aside our agenda and let Him fill us
more and more.

ìYet, O LORD, you are our Father.
We are the clay, you are the potter;
we are all the work of  your hand.î Isaiah 64:8

Therefore let us ask the Lord to continue
His moulding work in our lives so that our
personal capacity might increase and place
us in a position to receive and give more
abundantly!

God bless,
Pastor David Gunawan



WHAT IS THE REASON
      BEHIND YOUR SMILE?
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Stephanie Lim

I ventured into uni last Thursday to
complete my enrolment for my 3rd year
at Sydney University. Seeing the buses were
scheduled to come less frequently during
our holiday break, I was forced to walk
from the station to uni. I truthfully
contemplated waiting at the bus stop for
2 hours for the next bus, but hesitantly
decided I should walk instead. The walk
took me 45 minutes so it gave me a lot of
time to spend talking to God and as I was
walking, I was reminded of  Godís
faithfulness and goodness to me in my
studies. I remembered Year 12, and this
yellow lead pencil I owned during that
time. It had a little red rubber attached to
one end and the words ìSmile Jesus Loves
You î embossed in black across the length.
It was a pencil that I used during my Maths
classes and the most memorable thing
about this simple piece of  stationary was
that many times it brought a smile to my
face and the faces of  those around me. I
remember taking out the pencil during
class and showing it to the person sitting
next to me. Each time, it would end in
smiles and little squeals of  laughter. I also
remember wondering to myself  whether
they smiled because Jesus loved them, or
if  they smiled because the pencil told them
to.

Now I encourage you to just pause for a
moment and ponder those 4 simple words
- ìSmile Jesus Loves Youî.

The first bit of  the phrase asks us to smile.
A smile in its physical nature is defined as
ìa facial expression characterised by an
upward curving of  the corners of  the

mouthî, in its anatomical nature, a smile
is the spontaneous contraction of  various
facial muscles. Within a social context, a
smile is recognised by all cultures as a
universal expression of  happiness and joy.
The ability to smile is truly a blessing from
God that many of  us have taken for
granted. Think - God could have created
man with faces incapable of  expressing
emotion, yet instead, He has deftly crafted
each of  us with a wonderfully unique smile
comprising of  an intricately woven union
of  facial and intermediate nerves, muscles,
motor fibres and sensory glands which
simultaneously work together as we smile.
Psalm 139:14 ìI praise you because I am fearfully
and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.î How awesome are the
works of  God?

The second element in the phrase is that
Jesus loves us! Not only are we able to
smile but also we are given the most
wonderful reason to because God loves
us! John 3:16 ìFor God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten son, so that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life.î His love for us is so great that He
sacrificed His son for us so that we may
be forgiven of  our sins, set free from our
past, made pure and blameless in the eyes
of  God, delivered from spiritual death, be
born again as children of  God, given a
hope and a future, be able to worship in
spirit and in truth, have victory and triumph
in trials and tribulations, receive countless
blessings and share in the inheritance of
Christ ñ that is already 10 incredible reasons
to smile! God is unmatchable in His
goodness and love to us, daily providing
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for us the essentials we require
to continue living. He blesses us
with a sunrise every morning and
a sunset at night, a rainbow which
accompanies the rain and stars to
sparkle and shine for us. God
offers us his counsel morning,
day and night so that we may cast
our cares upon him (Psalm 55:22)
and delight in his presence (Psalm
37:4). God is amazing, and He
really has given us so much to be
thankful and joyful about! So letís
continue smiling and shining and
being radiators of  His love to
others around us. Letís continue
to show our appreciation to God
by being joyful always, being
prayerful in all we do and giving
thanks in all circumstances (1
Thessalonians 5:16)!

Interesting facts about smiling
- Smiling releases endorphins and
makes us feel better, even ëfakingí
a smile can lead to feeling happier.

- A fake smile is controlled by the
conscious part of  the brain and
a genuine smile is generated by
the unconscious part of  the brain.
Different facial muscles are
exercised in the different smiles

we produce.

- There are 18 different kinds of
smiles used in a variety of  social
situations.

- People are born with the ability
to smile. They donít copy the
expression, even babies who are
born blind smile.

- A smile is the most frequently
used facial expression. It can take
as few as five pairs of  facial
muscles and as many as all 53 to
smile.

- Regardless of  the precise
number of  muscles used, smiling
causes far fewer muscles to
contract and expand than
frowning.

- Oxygen use is decidedly higher
with a frown than with a smile.

- Smiling is contagious.
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The Perfect Puzzle of Life
Karen Tong

28words of encouragement

Life is like a jigsaw puzzle. A puzzle is
made up of  a number of  pieces, each
meticulously crafted and intricately
designed to piece together perfectly and
form a spectacular masterpiece. Such is
life ñ each person encounters an assortment
of  promotions and problems, blessings
and challenges and each of  these
experiences represent a piece of  jigsaw in
the grand masterpiece of  life that God has
so wonderfully and fearfully designed for
us.

At birth, the jigsaw puzzle box is opened
and the pieces lay scattered and separated.
As life progresses, the puzzle pieces are
tampered with, bent awkwardly out of
shape while some are left to collect layers
upon layers of  dust; these pieces become
shattered and tattered, worn and torn by
satan, by the world, by our ëself í and by
sin.  There are times when satan and the
world will try to manipulate, distort and
destroy the puzzle pieces of  life, presenting
false representation of  ëlife to the maxí
only to abandon those insincere promises
and lead people to what is ultimately death
and despair. Sometimes we try to fit the
pieces together by ourselves. There may
be the rare occasion when the pieces fit,
however, there will also be countless times
when we try to force pieces together but
because they are not fitted, they bend or
break causing us to experience feelings of
failure, disappointment, grief, remorse and
a variety of  other negative, condemning
emotions. All of  the above situations lead
to one thing, the filthy dust and dirt of
sin. Unfortunately there is no exemption
from the condition called sin, Romans 3:23
says, ìFor all have sinned and fall short of

the glory of  Godî. However, redemption
from sin is readily available.

Makers are often ñ if  not always ñ the
most knowledgeable when the topic is
what they have made. For example, if  a
box maker made a box, he or she would
know the dimensions and capacity of  the
box whereas the buyer of  the box would
have to measure to dimensions of  the box
before knowing this information. The
maker of  a puzzle would know the pieces
of  the puzzle and how each piece would
form a beautiful picture better than the
toyshop owner or the person who
purchases the product. Similarly, the creator
of  our lives, God, knows us, His beautifully
created people, better than anyone else -
even ourselves! God knows the things that
will cause us to be blessed and to prosper
and He also knows our destiny and purpose
and it is God who has opened a way for
our lives to be pieced together perfectly
by His divine hand. But before He can
begin to piece our lives together, we must
first come to salvation. Continuing from
Romans 3:23 to verse 24, Paul writes, ìand
are justified freely by His grace through
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.î
Jesus Christ has already paid the price for
our lives but before God begins to work
on our lives, we must accept the redemptive
work of  Christ and make Him our Lord
and Saviour.

Salvation is just the first step on the long
journey of  a surrendered life in the
powerful, sovereign hands of  the Most
High. Walking and living in salvation is the
daily decision to yield to our Lord, our
Master, our King and our Creator. This

doesnít mean that our lives will
automatically become trouble-free nor does
it mean that life is going to get easier. There
are pieces in our lives that will need to be
painfully but unavoidably bent back into
shape. Other pieces will need to be wiped
clean from the grime of  sin that has sat
so comfortably in our lives for too long.
The process of  mending broken and
crooked pieces and the scraping away of
dust will inevitably be difficult and
frustrating but it will always be part of  the
good work that
God is doing in
our surrendered
lives ultimately
contributing to the
wonderful
purpose and plan
that He has for
our lives, ìAnd we
know that in all
things God works
for the good of
those who love
Him, who have
been called
according to His
purposeî Romans
8:28.
Completion is the
key to a perfect puzzle. Whilst piecing
together a puzzle, there is nothing more
frustrating than having four pieces of jigsaw
left to fill five jigsaw spaces. Holes mar the
picture and gaps render the puzzle
worthless. All the time and effort put in
to the puzzle is wasted simply because it
cannot be completed. The daily decision
to yield to God stems from a choice that
we make daily, ëTo whom will we submit
to today?í Continual submission to the
very end is what is required of  us if  we
are to be a completed, perfect masterpiece

that glorifies our Creator. As it is with a
puzzle, if  we decide that we donít want to
yield to God even the last piece, we remain
incomplete and flawed. Temptations,
fleshly desires and other such distraction
will constantly try and divert our
submission and focus from God but as
long as we remember that we live
surrendered lives unto God through
salvation, we can remain in His hands,
submitted to His Lordship. Let us have
faithfulness to the end and allow God to

begin and
complete the good
work He has
started in our lives,
ìbeing confident
of  this, that He
who began a good
work in you will
carry it on to
completion until
the day of  Christ.î

The Lord desires
to work in our
lives, to mend our
brokenness, to
cleanse us from
anything that
hinders a

relationship with Him and to ultimately
piece our lives together perfectly and cause
us to be a spectacular masterpiece that
glorifies His Name. Let us walk in the
salvation that God has given us through
His Son, living surrendered lives in the
hands of  Him who has brought us to
salvation and let us continually submit
to Him who is doing the good and perfect
will in our lives.



Allison Tong
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Dear everyone,

ìBe strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORDî - Psalm  31:24.
As we continue to step out in faith this year, let us praise the Lord, for He is our God
in whom we can place our complete trust. Such trust will strengthen our hearts as we
pursue Godís perfect will and plan. We do face many situations that seem impossible to
overcome, but by living in the strength of  faith and remaining obedient to His Word,
we can soar on wings and prevail over anything and everything!

God has shown His love and faithfulness to HopeKids by blessing us with great Biblical
resources and perfect weather every Sunday morning. The children are truly cherished
by our Heavenly Father and this is reflected in hearing the awesome testimonies of  the
children as they share them in HopeKids. Each child in HopeKids has been encouraged
to live such that their lives are like precious gems, valuable to God and to everyone
around them. During this season, they will also learn the importance of  prayer and will
be taught how to talk to God and to talk to Him on a continual, daily basis.

A warm welcome to all who are now teachers / teaching assistants in HopeKids. Thank
you for your desire to be involved in guiding thhe children to walk righteously in Christ
and nurturing them while theyíre on their path to becoming mighty men and women of
God. May God pour His abundant blessings into your lives as you walk as a blessing,
especially in the lives of  the young ones.

Also, be praying about plans to begin a percussion band in HopeKids. Brothers and
sisters, may each day of  your lives be overflowing with Godís joy and power, and may
you experience Him turning all the impossibilities into real blessing.

ì Thank you God for Zion who now
comes with me to Sunday School. God
makes me strong. He gives me muscles.î
ñ Zac

ìGod is good. He helps me to learn.î
ñ Kho Dee

ìGod protects me, even when I hit my
head on the wall.î ñ Joshua

ìThank You Jesus.î ñ Zion

HopeKids building a wall of  cooperation. Each person
cooperatively folded paper blocks to help build a bright
and colourful paper wall together.

Jewel of  Cooperation

ìFrom him the whole body, joined and
held together by every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself  up in love, as each
part does its work.î Ephesians 4:16

In Nehemiah 4:6-16; 6:15-16,
Jerusalem was destroyed and needed
to be rebuilt. Nehemiah and the
Israelites worked together, some
rebuilding the walls and others
guarding those who were working.
Eventually, after 52 days of
cooperation, the wall was finished.

Cooperation is needed to build the
church, the body of  Christ.
Cooperation is also needed in the
home, at school, at play to build
relationship with others.
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Examples of  Faith

Across
  3. 11:20 blessed his twin sons
  5. 11:7 saved his family from the flood
  7. 11:31 received Israel's spies
  9. 11:32 strongest man on earth
  10. 11:4 offered a better sacrifice than Cain

Down
  1. 11:21 commanded that his bones be taken from Egypt
  2. 11:32 a man after God's own heart
  4. 11:5 never saw death
  6. 11:11 received a son in his old age
  8. 11:24 refused to be called the son of  Pharoah's daughter


