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the senior pastor writes

The Times of Rain

Rev Dr. Aileen Gunawan

We could not hae dosen a better time to talk
about rain and nghe hailstones whihare
been the featured elementoaf weather in
Sydney and the different statesfafstralia in
the past wek.

In Isaiah 55:10-11, ¢F as the rain comes
down, and the smofrom hegen, and do not
retum there but vater the eén, and mad it
bring foth and bud, that it gagive seed to
the sover and bread to the eat8o shall My
Word be that ges from My moutbh; it shall not
retun to Me wid, but it shall accomplish what
| pleaseand it shall prosper in the thing for
whid | sent it

The rain and the swacome davn from heegen;
man has no controler it. \&¢ hae leaned
vely little about hev to encouragrainfall when
we hae need oft, or decrease it whee Wae
too mud of it. It comes at God's will; it soaks
into the gound and seems to disappesth
apparently limited effect. But it will do itsky
quietly and silentl$sod adds’So shall m
word be that ges foth from my mouth." Lile
rain and sna it falls upon human héstales
root and begins to produceift

The geat tragdy ofthe curch tody is the
neglect ofthe Scriptureseople no loner
know what the Bible telaes They no longr
think biblicallyto think the thoughts d&od
after him.

Isaiah 55 extends thisnd of greeting and
invitation not only to Israel, but to the whole
world.

“Ho! Everyone who thirstcome to the aters
and pu who hae no monegycome buy and
eat, yexxome buy wine and milk without
money and without pri€dsaiah 55:1

What a beautiful iiitation! The appeal, of
courseis to angne who thirst. Whumans are
so made that our souls thirst just ashnas
our bodies doAg thirst to Iy hold oflife. |
have neer met anybody who does nainiv
to live, to be fulfilled and satisfied with.life
This is what @ are iwited to satisfyCome
to the vater" We recallekus' encounter with
the woman at the &l of Samaria, and her

pitiful attempt to find satisfaction in one
mariage after anothedesus said to heif
you knew who it is that speaks o you
would ask ofme and | wuld put in gu a vell
of water springing up unto exlasting lifé
(bhn 4:10-14). She adkfor it and heaye it
to her That is the samevittation ve hae here
And not only to drink ater but winethe wine
of joy; and milk, the milk ahe Wrd, to feed
the new lifeThose ofus who hee diunk of
this vell, of this wine and this milk, kndhow
true this isThere is where peao@er calmness
joy and satisfaction tife are to be found He
Lord then has a question for those who hesitate
to come and drink.

“Why do yu spend money for what is not
bread, andoyr wages for what does not satisfy?
Isaiah 55:2

This is a highly relemt question togaWhat
are pu working for? God askgwhat are gu
getting out ofall you are doing?0v mg be
hard pressed to ansmthat. Hae you eer
asled yurselfwhy do | gt up in the maring,
go to work, work all dg then come homep
to sle@, only to @t up in the maring and g
to work agin? Wiat is it all about? Wt am
I working for? hat is the question askhere
Why do wu do all that? 'f'ean money you
sg. Why? "o buy food for mself' Why do
you need food? '6I'get strength.” \Wy? "So |
can @ to work and ear money!" No wnder
life is often described as a sglirtag, where
you endlesslyun around in circleer a rat
race without meaninghis is the question
many are asking tgda

There is a stgrabout agung man out in his
yard planting treeAs he is doing she is
talking about all the busy things that occupy
his life and hav he is putting money into a
cettain investment sangs plan so that, as he
puts it, "the dawill come when | can quit all
this work and relax." He tohes one othe
young trees andysa"By that time these guys
ought to be big enough to hold a hanmikioc
What a futile end tovié for! Hav long will he
sty in the hammad@" You cannot enjoa
hammok more than an hour or ®wThen
what? Is that all there is to life?

Why are gu working for "that whik is not
bread and [spendinglLy labour for that whic
does not satisfy?"

Then he asks the question that hawgstbis
whole gneration:

Where is the life we have lost in living?

God is askingoy this question toglahhy are
you not satisfied with alby are gtting? And
where do gu find satisfaction? Godegs on
to ansver.

“Listen carefully to Meand eat what i9gd,
and let gur soul delight itseif abundance
Incline pur earand come to Médear and
your soul shalMe; and | will makan esrlasting
covenant withgu - The sure mercies Bivid”
Isaiah 55:2b-3

The "ewerlasting oceenant" is God's gift of
himselfand his lee, found in the sahtion
which our Lord @sus bringsThat is the basis
for true self-ac@eance The vorld is foreer
seeking confidencself-varth. Reople expect
others to gie it to them, but all others can
offer is a momentgrshot in the an. The
whole thost of Scripturehowne\er, is that only
God can gie you an abiding sensewbrth,

the "ewerlasting ogenant,” "the sure mercies

of David." This is somethingy can stand on
ewely dy: the feeling thaby are lwed,
acceted and &luable in the sight af God
who has forgen yur sins and g&n yu gace
to live This is the appeal difie gpspel. Hav
do you obtain this? e answer is found in
Verse 6,7

“Seek the Lord while He snhe found, call
upon Him while He is nedret the wiked

forsale his vay, and the unrighteous man his

thoughts; let him retarto the Lord, and He

will have mercy on him; and to our God, for

He will abundantly pardéhsaiah 55:6,7

This is the only &y; no one has exfound
another Aknowledg Your need, qur failure

the senior pastor Eq_ﬁmdw
your weaknessand tun to the Lord. Ask of
him and he will abundantly pardon!

Autumn brings lots athangs The trees begin
to change coloursbringing a beautifulray of
different coloured foliggwhih eentually
drops offinto our yards

| beliee this autumn season will bring lots of
changs in gur life as wll and God is gang,
"That whit has caused pain wuyshall be
turned into blessing; in its place shalvgip
beauty and \@" | have seen this happen in
many Nes Some people t&athe thon of
cynicism and sarcasnowing in them, but let
them be touged ly the VWrd of God and
soon the gaceful fir ofpatience and
understandinggws in its plac&some harbour
the brier ofmalice and e, but let them be
touched with the \&fd, the rain and the smo
from heaen, and there wiltgyv up in its place
the delicate ymtle of compassion and kindness

Easteris linlked closely with the amazing 53rd
chapter oflsaiah, whie pictures the Lamb of
God offering himselfor the sins ofman.
Chapter 54 opens with a summons to Israel to
sing and rejoice becauséhef fuitfulness that

will follow redemption. Chapter 55:10 speaks
of the rain and the swowhid come upon the
eath to bring foth that havest offruitfulness

Beloved, let us@out in jg, be led fah in
peace during this Easter season ang #rgo
abundance anduitfulness ofGod, the times
of rain!

Have a Blessed Easter!

Gods blessings
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¢ Women of Hope

Grace Tong

Reaching out to Wbmen and Gving
them Hope in ksus

Dear friends

| am so egited to unfold the theme for
the year 2005 - “BE COMMITTED TO
ONE ANOTHER”. The most wnderful
news is thatevseve the Caenant-keing
God. WWhen He sgs He'll do something,
He is tue to His Wird and He does it.

People toda male and break
commitmentsOn paper they magee
to cetain tems but when the tems are
no longer cowvenient, they renegn their
commitmentsin other caseeelationships
are ended at the first signfailure on the
other person pat.

The Word of Assurance:

“I will not violate my covenant or alter
what my lips have uttered” -

Psalm 89:34

As diildren of God, ve already lva
ewerything ve need for “life andoglliness”
(2 Reter 1:3) because wav possess
“evely spiritual blessing in Christ”
(Ephesians 1:3). A®\wossess theaat

inheritance and the abundant blessing, let

us also takup the lsalleng to commit
ourseles in helping and s&rg one
another

May you enjy the blessings akewring
one another

Hope to seequ at the Wmen ofHope

Howe\er, when God utters something, He meetings...the last Satwrad eat
is true to His Wrd and He does what He month.

has spoén. He does not blaout of the
relationship just because aisappoint or
fail Him and He does not agut on His
Word ewen if circumstancefiang His
commitment is built onVe that seeka
love that sares a lwve that sees and a
love that legs

God blessqu

men of :ocdm

Men of Hope

Patrick Lim
Seeking His Face

Our first Men ofHope meeting &s held on wmﬁcimM: Feb 2005 at theaBtors’
house The men in Hope Churarere ivited to this special meeting for a time of
discussion and planning but more irtguaty to seek the Lolguidance and His
direction on the pragmmes and aciiies for Men oHope this yeai\e vwere ery
encouragd ly all the men who toed up to suppbthe Men ofHope and theiraluable
ideas and contributions made during this meeting

Likewise with ounwn life as an inddual, v often seek the Lord as to whatshiould
do or shouldihdo and the plans He has forVibether ve should tak up this course
at the Uniersity or accpt this job offer that comes with a companyarastar a new
businessenture et etc We want to knav if the path that are ging to ©i0ose is

in line with His will for usA\e knav that if this path w are embarking on is Gbds

will and it is in His plan for uken ve can be assured that He will be there for us in
whateer circumstances thae wmg face in the procedénowing that God is with us
and there for ygives us the inner strength, assurance and hope taeadhénouney

This also recognises that fact treaw human beingse so limited in our kiwtedg
and ability to see lmnd the obious and into the futur®nly God knws and holds
the ley to our futurelf we want to lve a happy and prosperous Efdife in geat
abundanceahen seeking the Lord is the a1sis God has promised:

“For | know the plans | he for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosperand not
to ham you, plans to gé you hope and a futute- Jeremiah 29:11

o | have come that they maave life and hee it to the full.— John 10:10
When ve seek the Lord or His faceme with a heathat is:

F — FAITHFULLY seeking Him.

A — Do not ANTICIFATE before Him. He will detr in His perfect timing
C — CONTINUE to perseare and not lose hape

E — Come with EXPECATION to receie

Have a geat Easter and God blessly
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¢ Testimony ® Events @ Hope

He Is Never Too Late and He Is Neer
Too Eary... He Is Always On TIME

| am so egited and | just c&rhide it.
PRAISE GOD | have finally been offered
a job Before this job offet had been
struggling to ma& ends meet. Looking
for work was a real hardship iry tife
When things around meere not ging
right, it wvas hard to syefaithful in the
Lord and to hee hope in Him.

Howe\er, | thank God that dgeinside
me | was still holding on toyrfaith and
my hope in the Lordedus Christ. | knew
He was @ing to open doors for me one
way or another and | did nogiup hope

| would prg and ny prayer vwould alvays
be the same — Hiank pu Lord &sus for
sut an avesome dal pray that pu'll
bring salation to ny household and
corvict their heds, Lord &sus”. en |
would prg for myself- “Lord, | pray that
you'll bless mhear's desire and | pra
that you'll male a testimony out afy
life. | pray that wu'll give me strength,
wisdom and kneledg on wpur Word so
that | can bless othetspray this prger
in your name Amen”.

As dgs passed/ithen veeksthen months
and then yearkstated to think to iself
“Why am | so useless” anddwld end
up hating m life | would ci out to the
Lord, “Where arequ Lord and ifyou are
there why arefi you doing anything inym
life”.

Day in, d& out | would put on a smile on
my face to hide ymburdened hetait
came to a point where aw@ing to gie
up on ewerything, but the suppioaround

me from Hope Chulcand Yuthopea
just gve me the couragand strength to
stay hopeful and patient.

Patience... na thats something | ddin
hear egryday. | am the type operson
who wants things ne and ifl dont have
it now | won't be happyHoweer, God
has bangd that and He hasvgh me a
heat of patience and | am so thankful.

Now UWﬁ to the @od newsOn Mondg,
Mard 7" at 10 am, | recgid a call from
Berala Ral Estate (I am describingrgv
details because | am soited). She as#t
me if | was still wrking at Hope Mission
Centrel told her | vas but only on a
voluntarily basis exy Sundga She told
me if that vas the casécould starwork
next Mondg | was so shded at her
words - “Wé would like you to statr
work...". | was absolutely spaéessl|
than thankd her before evended our
conversation.

God is so eat to mel am so thankful to
have sub an alesome God in ylife
Sometimes our future ynappear to be
rather bleak butevshould be patient and
contirue to tust in God. | remember
hearing this fronedsy Duplentis that God
is neer too late and newrtoo earlyHe is
alweys on timeNow that desees an
AMENIL.

| want to thank the people from Hope
Chura for all their prgers and suppbr

Gods Blessings

Lim Voeung

Christmas Day Celération

On the Nm)_ of December 2004, Hope
church members and friendatbered at
the Rastors house to celebrate thetbir
of our Lord &sus Christ. 8orshipped
Him with our songs opraise and
Christmas carqlfolloved ty a banquet
of food and gifts ging for all bildren
and adultsPastor Daid also blessed us
with the Vérd of God. He ballengd all
of us to create room foesusHe spok
of how from &sus’ congdion up until
His death, thereas negr any room for
Him. It stated een from May and dseh,
when the Angl first appeared to Meshe
had not planned for His tit When &sus
was bon, there \&s no room for Him in
His towvn. He vas laid in a maagwhi@
He had to share with all the animialis
a geat reminder for all afs tods to
chek and balleng ourseles to see ho
much room ve hae really gen to ésus
in our heas and lres

Lun Ma andulia Loc

Watch Night Sewice

On New Years Eve, 35! Dec 2004, Hope
Churd gathered at the home William
and Grace dng for the Vatd Night
Sevwice The night staed out with some
ice breatirs and gmes follwed by a time
of sharing ofGods Words and indidual
experiences @od5 goodnessie recalled
all the impossibilities that had become
possibilities through the promise€bfist
and our faith in Him during 2004g®or
Aileen also shared with us aboat 2:23-
26 and encourag us to rejoice and betiev
that God will rpay us for egrything that
the locusts (Satan) hadaialavay from
us no matter what itas and that ev
would hae plenty to eat, untilenare full.
Knowing that & will praise His name who
had verked vonders for usiAé hae nmud
to look forward to in the year 2005 and
praise God thatevhae Him to be with
us eery ste of the vay.

Julia Loc



O events

*
s Events

Weekly Events

Sunday: 10am
10am
4pm

Monday: 7:30pm

Wednesday: 8pm

Autumn Events

March 27:
April 15-16:
May 8:

Hope Church Worship Service
Jubilee Lane (off Marion St)
Parramatta 2150

Hope Kids

Youthopea
Jubilee Lane (off Marion St)
Parramatta 2150

Monday Night Prayer
56 Delaney Drive
Baulkham Hills 2153

Home Cells

Easter (Sonrise)
Hope Conference

Mothers’ Day

resouces)Q

? Resources

Resources and services available to you from Hope Mission Centre:

www .hopemissioncentre.com:
Complete with all the information you need to know about Hope Mission Centre,
this website provides a continually updated wealth of resources that will build
your life and encourage you.

OBS - Online Bible S tudy:
OBS is an online interactive Bible study, where users can share their thoughts
on the current chapter being studied, edifying and building up each other in the
Word of God via email. To find out more about OBS or subscribe, visit
http://www.hopemissioncentre.com/hopechurch.htm and follow the link to OBS
or email Pastor David Gunawan david@hopemissioncentre.com

www .youthopea.com:
If you are looking for the latest in what's happening at Youthopea, this is the
place to go! The Youthopea website contains info on upcoming events, the word;
OBS, testimonies and articles, general info on Youthopea; when and where it
is held, its vision, talk topics and leaders. The Youthopea website also contains
an InStyle section exploring the latest media, technology and image trends in
the market. Other features are games, downloads and the Forum-Y site.

Forum-Y is an interactive part of the Youthopea website which allows users to
post questions and ideas on worship, the word, life questions, media, technology,
fashion and anything in general! It is a place of fun, fellowship and sharing.
Forum-Y is moderated daily which makes it a safe place to explore everyday
issues with others.

Hope Mission Centre Newsletter:
This quarterly publication contains numerous articles, testimonies and everything
you need to know about what is going on at Hope Mission Centre. So get your
hands on one today!

EQUIP training centre:
With numerous training programs to build you up in the Word of God as well as
ministry skills, EQUIP training centre will aid in empowering you to fulfil the plans
God has for your life. With everything from audio/visual production workshops,
worship seminars and music training to intensive discipleship programs (DOT.COM)
teaching & preaching courses and leadership empowerment classes, EQUIP
training Centre will help to equip you to fulfil your destiny. Contact Hope Mission
Centre for more details.

Sermon T apes and CD’ s:
This has to be one of the most awesome creations of technology ~ sermons
recorded on cassette tapes and compact discs! Purchase a recording of the Hope
Church Sunday sermons or Youthopea sermons for the low price of $2 a Tape/CD!
Just speak to Julia Loc and she’ll arrange for one to be made for you.
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Hope Mission Centre

Building Fund

big God big Vision big Heart

We believe that God has prepared hearts like Caleb, a man with a “different” spirit,
who dares to believe God, who see things positively, who gives his finances and life,
who is courageous enough to step out, go in and possess.

We believe God has prepared individuals and families who are prepared to commit
to give an amount of money over and above their normal tithes and offerings on a
regular basis.

If the Lord is speaking to you to give to the Hope MissionCentre/Church building fund,
our account details are as follows:

Name : Hope Mission Centre Inc. Building Fund
Bank : Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Branch : Stockland Mall, Baulkham Hills NSW
BSB No. . 062-336

Account No. 1008 7884

If you wish to send a cheque, please make it payable to:

“Hope Mission Centre Inc. Building Fund”
56 Delaney Drive
Baulkham Hills 2153

All gifts and donations to the building fund are tax deductible.

Together, let us build a nation for the Lord Jesus Christ, a people of power and a
healthy, strong and God-fearing generation.

Chef's Corner

Food _um<_m<m_. H_.

Egg Cury with Dried Shrimp

1 tablespoon dried tamarind

Y4 cup lulewam water

6 larg egs hard-boiled and shells red
2 Y tablespoonsegetable oil

2 medium yell@ onions

3 cloves @rlic

2 fresh hillies

2 medium tomatoeghopped

2 tablespoons dried shrinppureed or
ground

1 teaspoon et paprika

% teaspoon tumeric povder

4 teaspoons fish sauce

1/3 cup vater

Y bund fresh parslejor gamish

Method:

Soak the dried tamarind in ¥4 cumvafm
water for 15 miates Squeeze the tamarind
to get the juice and mixelwith the \ater
Remove and discard tamarind pieces
Heat the oil in a laggfrying and add the
hard-boiled ags whole to the pan. Sdorc
them over lowv heat, tuming frequently to
fry all sides ewly for about 5 mintes
Remove the egs from the pan and drain
on paper toels

In a food processor combine the onjons
garlic andlgilies Add the puree to the pan
and fiy over medium heat for about 3
minutes or until the onions are transparent
in appearance

Add the tomatoes and the dried shrimp
and cook for 3 to 5 mirtes or until the
tomatoes are coeét thoroughlyAdd the
paprika, tumeric fish sauge tablespoons
of the tamarind juice/ater mixtureand
1/3 cup vater and simmewer lov heat
for 3 to 5 mimites or until a tomato sauce
is formed.

Add the fried whole hard-boiledysgnd
contirue to cook for 4 to 5 mirkes
Gamish with the ltopped fresh parsley
and sere immediately
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The Youth Pastor Writes...

Pastor David Gunawan

To skimp or not to skimp?... Its not a question.

Some people Bkto skimp on God when
it comes to ging and it mads me wnder
what vwould hae happened iGod did so
to us? A lot ofChristians stiggle to ‘find
time’ for God as iHe is someone they
need to fit into their busytsdule Most
of the time they end up allocating 5-10
minutes for Him and all... thats about
it. When it comes togng financially
rather than listen to what the Spinfssa

Yourspaechang is a blemished gifoif
spaetime is a blemished gift. Anything
that is a remainder or lefieo is not wrth
giving to God. He did not skimp on, us

so what ges us the right to do so to Him?
Do not offer to God the remaindeffer
Him your best. Find that whids
untlemisheahd set it aside for Gochd

vely act offinding that whic is best is
really what God is after because that is a

to give, most people listen far more to thetrue refection ofyour heat.

intemal accountant in their head trespk
sg/ing ‘yu cart afford to do that!".
Somehw, we alvays find veys to skimp
on God — He alays @ts the sharstik.

Imagine ifGod skimped on uSvhere
would ve be todg? V¢ would be king
an aimless existendeomed to Hell
recardlessBut the fact othe matter is
that God did not hold bla@nything for
us because Hevies usand His lee
manifests itselh giving in fullnesdeter
writes in 1 Bter 1:18-19 coneeng the

Throughout the Bibjé5od has tried to
tead us this principlever and wer; g¥ing
us rumerous illustrationisut many people
do not allev the principle ofjiving God
their best to settle in their hedodey |
challeng you to follav the example of
Christ and not skimp onvigig to God
your ety best. his includes doingyr
best in dgool, unversity or in the
workplace and becoming all that God has
called gu to be St@ up to the higher lels
of gving — begnd that whib isspagand

gift of God;'... you we notadeemed with into the realm ofullnesfor it is here that

coruptite thingBke silver or gotemfgur
aimless concha®ed by traditianfigur
fatherdut with theepiousoled o€hrist, as
a lamb witholgrbish and without. Symt”
see God did not skimp on ukle gve

the best that He couldvgi He found the
most precious thing He could offer and
gave it to us without hesitation or
resevation. There vas nothing wrong with
Jesus — He as blemish-free and perfect

in e\ery way.

God also pours out His fullness
z

| 4
|

jono’s <<oa“_. m

The Cup Covenant

Jonathan Gunawan - Youthopea Director

Do you hare a faourite cup thatou drink
from? One that no-one else really uses
because itours? Wl I'd like to share
with you the new cup that is the New
Covenant with God. Nw to me this New
Covenant is not an egement or a contract,
it is a relationship

the initial taste is really unpleasamenT
sometimes @/like to eat something set
or some kocolate to gt rid of that taste
whidch then mag&s the cough medicine
uselessSometimesewdo that with God,
when He tells us to drink from the cup
that He has g&n to usand then e mess
it up by adding the things dtlie vorld or

This New cwenant is a promise based ondisobeying Him and ertually cancelling

a relationshigNot one that sa “If you
do this then | will do tBat'tather“If you
choose todaalationship with ez ae
things that will come to PESHMISES!
Jesus wnts us to takthis new ogenant
and mak it real and evident in owek
If we hae a look at Luk22 in erse 15
Jesus is aiting for pu,“And He said to
them, | e eaestly and intensebddes#at
this Bssover widh hefl stér” He wants
you to knav and hee this New Ceenant
with Him. He suffered for it.

1. What the cup contains

In Luke 22:20ekus tads the cup andysa
“This cup is the new covenaribotNiych
is shed fauy’Now this cup is the
Covenant, butekus is not talking about
the cup itselfbut rather what the cup
containsin Psalm 16:5"L ORD yu hee
assigned nyepaiion andyrcuppy hee
madeyriot seeulin other vords you hold
my puipose and reason life in the cup
you hae assigned to me

A lot of us tak the cup that Godwgis us
to drink and w tale a sip then spit it out;
and question God andys&Vhat did yu
put in here?” Lilkk cough medicine; it helps
it curesit does what it suppose tq tat

out what He had planned for Bsit God
should be the one who decides whatg
in the cup ofour life and whatev
experience and obtain.

2. What Esus’ Cup contains

Matt 26:39 “And going a littleHferHe
thiew Himsalfpon theognd on His face and
pragd sayingy Rtherif it is poskidet this
cup passagwiom Me; nethelessot hat |
will [not kaat | desll, but aoW will and
des&."Now imagineesus’ cupt contained
suffering and death, it contained sin and
filth. It contained the most ridiculous
tasting substances thatycould esr
imaginedsus is expressingahlaes feeling

at that moment in time whilst drinking the
cup placed before himolY knav exery
time yu sin, dsus taés it in his cup and
drinks it. He wshes itway and is seen

no more In John 18:1Iksus commanded
Peter "Put wur sard aay! Shall | not drink
the cup thatliter haygh me&'sus as
sg/ing, let God' will be done;oy cart

have it your way; this is m cup gien from
my father; let it baVhat a balleng! Can
we truly s& that when @ face situations
like that?
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® He’s got the whole world in His hands...

® Karen Tong

3. What our cup contains today

Our cup contains the blood ddsus that
enables us to be in a readwelationship
with God. Eelry time ve tale the cup &
are drinking it and making theremant
firm and effecte in our Wes In Exodus
24:7-8it syys “Then he took the Bodieof
Covenant aedd in the hearingepeople.
And they said, "All that tB&D has said

New Covenant

Jeremiah 31:31-331"Behold, the dags ar
comingays th©RD vihen | will mala new
covenant with the hdssaebfind with the

house didah-- 32not according to the covenant
that | made with their fathers in the day that |
took them by the hand to lead th#éma out of
land oEgypt, My covendnithvtheyobe

though las a husband to them, s@R[he L

we will dand be obedient." And Moses t@&38ut this is the covenant that |ewllitmak

the lmod, sprinkled it on the padpaid,
"This is thédod othe covendnittvthe

the houselsfael after those skysthe
LORD: | will put My law in their pginds

LORD has made withaccording to all thessdte it on their teeand | will be their God,

word$” The sprinkling othe blood ratified
their relationship with God; it appeal
authorisation. Ais new ceenant ish just
on the outside but rather on the inside;
the hear To tale this cup it means to
beliee and to foller him.John 6:53-54
“Thenekus said to them, "Mostssay
to wu, unlesaieat the flesh@Son bMan
and drink Hiddod,ou hee no éfin gu.
Whoeer eats My flesh and drinlasolids

and they shall be My people. idlmthor
evey man teach his neighdeey man his
bothersayingKnow theQRD' for they all
shall know Mem the leastiedm to the
geatest tiem, says t@RD For | will
fogive their iniquénd their sin | veithember
no mer"

This yearlets malke a new ognant with
God and saI'm not eer ging to tun

etanal li¢ and | will raise him up at the ladtak becauseoy didrt. You went all the

dayThe cup contains promisabundance
joy, peace and Gaberfect plan and will
for your life Drinking ofthis cup is an
acr ofhumility It is admitting thatemneed

Christ and & need God to guide our path.

way. No matter what &s in that cupou
drank it. So I'mgjng to tak rmy cup and
drink it no matter whatyrcup contains
Live this new ognant!

One Mondg aftenoon, | switbed on the
telly anticipating the opening credits of
my favourite sheu. Instead, meyes @are
met with horific imags ofcomplete
de\astation, the afterath ofa series of
massie tsunami that had gt through
muah of South East Asia theydbaefore

I watdhed in utter disbeliesfompletely
unavare ofthe situation until that moment.
Yet the vorld still only knew so little

At the time reported deaths had réwac
11,000, haeer, this mmber nultiplied
as the dgs vent on before it plateaued

understandingso | just sat there in silence
repeating ver and ger in ny headPDh
God, Oh God, Oh God...

This tragdy howewer, has seen the
common adagy “Something god comes
from eerything”, become an
overwhelming realitin response to the
crisis govemments donatedegerous
amounts to suppbaffected countries
Charities are also busy raising millions
upon millions ofdollars to fund both
emergncy and long-ter aid projects
whic included sendingorkers to
implement and facilitate theraople from

almost a fdnight later at 150,000. Almost all around the evld were united in cause

seen weeks after the BRimg Dy disaster
bodies contined to be una@red, not to
mention the tens dhousands still missing
For the fotunate suwivors they nust leg
fighting to sta alive haiing lost their feed
ones their homes and theigyof life.
Furthemorg they are at a high risk of
contracting diseases as the dantip leas
provided a breedingaund for bacteria.
Many plysical, psyological and emotional
challengs lg ahead for them.

ea@r to dig dgeand donate to
organisations prading reliefto the
tsunami strck shores

During &ruaw, | receted an email from
a friend whose familyaw orgnising a
container to be shipped fronugtralia to
Sri Lanka, whiitneeded to be filled with
towels toys books clothesand any stic
items for tsunami suvors | thought
myselfblessed and piieged to suppdr
the Catholic priests andns who wuld

Realising the incomprehensible immensitdistribute these gifts from abroad to many
of what had happened, | could only thinkdisplaced persons whene taking refieg

to pray and egn then, | &s at a los$
thought, mgbe I'll tell Him what
happenediey God, gudsatya masgsi
tsunami just killed thousapeispiibut
surely He already kndwould e
questioned Hintley God hwdid this
happen?i.. but decided ainst that
idea knwing that esn if God did anser,
my mind vould be incapable of

in churches all around Colombdoreaer,

| recognised that thisas an oppdunity

to extend the le@ of Christ to those
desperately in needitfjust as Christ had
commandedA new commanudd @ii: Love
one anothas | hae loveduwy smy must

love one ano®ethis all men will know that
you ag ny discipléfsyou love one anbther
(bhn 13:34-35).



H_.m\koam of encouragement

Amazing stories auwival filtered through
the thik darkness afleath and desiction
associated with the tsunami. Oneybab
presumed deadaw foundIbating on a
mattress in the hospital where theybab

on Christmas Bato climb up a high hill
to worship their Saour and stged there
until the next da— the dgthe tsunami
strudk. 80% ofMeulabols population as
wiped out but not one dhem vas a

was bon. A man who had last been seerChristian as theivéis had been spared up

climbing a tree and clinging on for dear
life was also belied to hae been sept
out to a vately gave, hovever, was found
days laterlbating on a piece ofiftwood.

A Malgsian Bstor holidging with his
sister in Tailand, led a lady to Christ as
they clung desperately to@oden pillar
while vaves crashed mercilesslgiast
them.

From Meulaboh, one dfe vorst hit cities
in the Aceh region dhdonesia, came an
account ofGods protection eer their
tiny Christian population @00. his
handful ofChristians who eve desperate
to celebratee3us’ bih, in a Muslim
dominated societyere told to celebrate
outside the citysubmitting to their
authoritiesthe 400 believs left the city

on a hill. Because tifis the Muslims are
beginning to &nowledg that the “God
of the Christians” sad the 400.

Even naovy, after hearing about the miracles
and salations that ere bithed from this
tragedy and after seeing the impossible
good come from something soriiele as
this | honestly admit that | still dofully

get it. Then agin, | guess | do because it’
not about the w¥s and ha/'s — its about
knowing and wsting that ean after all

this that no matter what, et the
whole vorld in His hands

4
¢
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Third Day Rock Up To Sydney

Karen Tong

To be honest, I'm not the lgigst Third
Day fan. Not that | dohlike them (these
a geat Christian band)sifust that coungr
ro is not quite m“cup oftea”.
Newerthelesswhen the opptunity came
along to wlunteer at their cont¢erwasrit
about to pass the opponity up First of
all, I was @ing to a sell-out cont¢dor
free Alsq one ofmy favourite bands from
when | vas @ing through an intense
rock/pop phase a few yearoagas a

it last; the Brisbane band did not
disappoint. Haeer, exen as both a
mainstream and Christian band, it is evident
that the hearf Rookie is to bring the
messagof Jesus Christ to theond, whit

they did througliesys hedfelt song of
sincere @titude and praise&sysksysou

cve it all for me

The fomer front man foFull Deil a&ef
Jshua Bren, nav lead sirgy of Christian

suppoting band. In the end, | figured that band D& of Firg stunned concegoers

it would be a night ofvorshipping God,
ewen if it had to be counjrrok style

The first night s& Audio Adrenaline tak
centre stag The self-confessed “Chhrc
Punks” perfomed hits from their D&
Award Winning alburhift and others
Lead wcalist, Mark Stuampleased the
4000-strong cwad as he took a little
walkabout the condefiloor, using bairs
as stpping-stones through a sedanis
screaming in delight. At one stachandful
of people from thewercravded moshpit
were brought up onto the stali was an
interesting, @n humbling, moment for
Audio Adrenaline when one thfe three
chosen to sing the basgbiopular song
Beautifuhadrt heard the song before
Unfazed, the band contied to delier,
inspiring the people witthands ancBt
and led them intoawship as they feently
sang to the Lord wanna beyr handis
wanna beyr éet,l’'go hee pu send,rtié
go hee pu send me.”

Fellov punk-rokers Rookie also put on
a solid she perfoming songs from their
debut albunfreach PibkticswWith nmusic
that lept the moshpit jumping up and
down non-stop and lyrics that seemed
anthemic for theemeration otodg, “We
are todayevihold tomaw in our hanidsts

by proclaiming victgy hope and e in
Christ through their hearodk. It was
evident that the foner ro& star had
completely transfored as he sang with
corviction and passion about thedRof
Ages Be a coerstonBe a augrstonBe a
rok, higher than |, Befaressall, Be a
foundation for all, Myecsione

It was Third Day, hovever, that ushered
7000 Syney fans into a perful time of
praise and evship aver two incredible
nights Two paticular enthusiasteve
thrilled when theyave tiosen to g up
on stag to singYou can call meecaher
But theseedms will come Yesl am a fin
belieerin the things thacan dié we weuld
all just comestieAnd let the Lord lead our
way Thee is nothing thatcan't dohee is
nothingeacan't faceand sure enoughew
did come togther and offered unified
praise to our God ofMonders Howe\er,

it was Mac &wells and Mark Lez’
powerful rendition ofLove Sotigat
toudhed lves and opened h&ato the
profound lwe of Christ,ust to be withuy
Well I've donegthingWell thes no price |
did not payo And just to be with, yWell |

gve\eeythingO s laye ik aay yeah...

There vas one thing thatuly made the
concet worthwhile No, it wasrt the

tale it speby gteve only get one chance to rmm&sting wcals ofMac Pwell. It wasrit
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the energ and barisma ofAudio This is a twth that all beli@rs need to
Adrenaling front man. It asrt the recognise and aalleng for all beliears
powerful perfomance from Daof Fire  to live by.

or the fun punk oRookie It wasrt even

the fact that the sprise guest hostaswa  So, let us tak up this challenge. Eery
celebritylt was the moment thathird new day before arything else, let us
Day went on stag They didit open with  invite the Holy Spirit to give us the

a mumble they didit open with a song,  privilege of showing up. Then we will
they opened with a simpleysa“Holy understand what &sus pomised,“l
Spirit, gk us thevilge ofhowing up tonight'have come that they maave life and
These ten wrds reeal the “secret” of have it to the full’(John 10:10b).

their succes3his phrase basicallysa

that without Him w are nothindHowe\er,

when the Holy Spirit she up ewerything

we aree\etything ve s and do becomes

something — and that isity a prilege

One Voice, One Guitar

Karen Tong

“Are you sure i just one man singing and pesct unjtidut w ae tan apdr By things
playing his guitar? &Mt it be boring?” that do not mateerd time ismning out for
us to saae gotta tuthis & aound...
“I dunno” | replied.
The interacte energ st@ped up a notc
A week lated went along to&ul Colmaa  during the second haif the concer
One VWiceOne Guitaoncet. | had no with the cravd requesting ancé& Colman
expectations whats@svbut by the end  responding with medley sbngsmostly
of the night, | hee to admit, it as ... of Paul Colmanidfame Freebies ere
WOW. handed out to tavpaticularly enteéaining
strangrs from the audienogith whom
Playing to a cravd of family friends and  Paul Colman put into action his fine-tuned

fans Paul Colman took the seagnd matdhmaking skillsAnother enthusiastic
immediately eraged his audience with his fan was gien the oppdunity to tak the
candid humour and sincerity as he sta@ from Rwl Colman and perforPray
serenaded with his ongice and one in exchang for a CD Yet the casual

guitar In this intimate settingaél Colman  dialogue betaen audience and penfar
openly shared personal stories and was not without pyiose At one point,
experiences that had been the inspiratioan exited fan apologised for no faular
behind his song%o close the first ppof  reason andd®l Colman i@ied with, “I
the shay, ewery person in the audience forgive you!” Having said that, he
were meed ty Pauls heat-rending contirued, “Now, wouldrit the world be
performance ofTum, whid he dedicated sud a better place Ve said that more
to the vork of Christian Blind Mission  often?”

Intenational (CBMind their wrk in

rescuing, rebuildingpegring and restoring

the lves offorgotten victimsCome and

dream with me Thatee all gethein

Before the niglst'end, Bul Colman shared
his avn testimonywhid was also the
theme ofhis latest alburhet It GoHe
spole honestly ohis insecurities and
struggles as a perimer, a husband and a
dad — he shared his stof letting @ and
letting God. Bllowing on from that, he
told all ofus that w hae a precious
possession, a unique gttrat has shaped
us and will contire to mould us into
ewerything ve are meant to be in Christ.
He encouragd us to nexr neglect the
building up ofour dharacter andamned
us of the pitfalls ofgetting too busy
de\eloping our gifts instead. Wittngine
humility he declared it an honour to
perfom for us

After exerything had been said, hetied
ewery person in the hall to their feet to
singGloriao God, our Bther and

our friend.

words of m:oocqmomBm:M H_.
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Karen Tong

Play, play, play, every day day, day

With games nighe first veek andpds
weekhe next, Wuthopea kked off last
summer with fitness freniywas a hug
two weeks ofpure fun andames and
friendly competition. duthopeans ere
pushed to the limit mentahyhile brain-
straining for winning strategiaad
physicallyenduring seval rounds of
temibly stremous tunnel ball.he
Youthopea on duthopea gme ofToucd
Football is wll worth a mention. fie
enthusiasm athe plgers surived the
humidity the cloudsthe threat of
downpour the reality oflownpour and

As guests entered, thesrevgeeted with
“Aloha!” and wre gren new names in
Hawaiian. Hoveer, | dorit beliee it is
possible togt immersed into a theme
without food. Spon the memn for the
night vas Havaiian Pizza and kaiian
inspired purtt— YUM! Nav, hov do yu
sg that in Havaiian?

It was a spectacular night, witargane
dressed in saronderal grlands and
anything with hibiscus print. tieer,

after all the Haaiian food had been eaten,
after all the Haaiian @mes had been
played and after all the Waiian-style
songs had been sung,akwime to retar

the fact that no one brought extra clotheshome

— now thats passion for sporA game of
volleyball follared with the remaining few
who were still eay to dig, set and spik
This typical elleyball sequence then
morphed into head butt, kichase after
the ball, threy, kik, dhase after the ball,
throw, head butt,lase after the ball, to
chase after the balhase after the ball,
chase after the ball..\W&n ve finally
headed b&dndoorsit was a wt and
smelly affair — a lot dbve

Function-Y

With 2004 dnaing to a closet was time

No worries a BIGGER and BETTER
paradiseveaits us...

Gals VSGuys

Battle ofthe Segs is no more
Chauvinism is no mare
Bigotry is no more

In its place is SBRRNTHOOD.

The guys ere up first to see the gls
Upon entering the Churceah girl
receved a rose and harolate then as
escoted to long candlelit tables to dine

for Youthopea to celebrate another blessedn faux winecheese and ciars Dont

year o:m%m..._:@ the impossibl@he date
was set, 19 of December2004 — a date
to be remembered foevWith limited
manpaver, a neerending supply of

worry, that vas just the appetis&irls

were gien the oppdunity throughout the
night to enjg a cold foot spa, or cucumbers
for our face and to top it all pthe guys

hibiscuslbwer cut-outs and the infamous were at our bdcand call, or ratheour
turtle of the Ricific Ocean to hang on the bell ringingWhile scoffing dan, in an

stag bakdrop Hary Todds Band Hall,
a teeny tiny nook in the heaf
Paramatta, as transfaned into a tropical
Hawaiian Rradise

oh-so-ladyli&-mannerthe delicious three-
course meal (a heihumbs up for the
yumny omelette), @were entdained
heatfelt renditions ofall-time fsourite
songsand some not sperfomed ly

ewery guyBy the nighg’end, esty cal had
been pampered to the max.

The follaving veek, the girls’ ppared a
night for the bgs — a fanfare dbod and
fun. A male-oriented cooking
demonstration, that, ishot and simple
led to the entrée beensst. The three
pieces oflelectable v#li was ery quidkly
enjo/ed and the lys vere eagr for more
What the guys did not expeesio hee
their feast comprise afrandom selection
of confectionegr. Dorit worry; we did
feed the guysedl! Pllowing on from the
fun and gmes imolving copious amounts
of junk food, the guysane sered a ery
healtly plate ofchidken and roasted
vegetables before reeigig another dose
of the not-so-healjhto end the night.

All in all, the oppdunity to seve and the
experience dbeing sered vas a

y eventsp 3

nonenealle esoues arused to m@akastic?
Again, the remaining teams agzrgd with
grandioseecabulay and leared responses
when the clear and simple arswasoil
and as Howeer, it all came den to the
last question, the ultimate question, the
grand finale What is the naméhefbaby
in the movie Thestil@s?

What's so Amazing &out the Race?
“On your markseet set, GO!”

No words could describe the enthusiasm
and energthat came boundingwards

me as | held the first clue in a race around
Paramatta. Handsexe gabbing, people
were pushing and sking, there as

ripping, there as reading and as dqlyc

as they had comtiey were offin searic

for their next clue

tremendous blessing and something thaf series ofoute markrs roadbloks and
we can begin to think about putting into detours ensuedeams had to complete

action 24/7.
Is the answer in the question?

The pressureas on, the competitiorag/
fierce and the teame#e battling head to
head for the priz&he atmosphere at
Trivia Night vas @erwhelming —ou could
cut the tension with a kniféoncentration
lewels redwed all-time highs as le@erson
streruously pondered the amswo

mouth-vatering tasks su@s eating ice-
cream without using their hands; drinking
ribena concentrate and lemon cordial
concentrate; and the mostsaptious of

all eating-oriented taskiewning a one-
metre roll oflicorice Plyiscally demanding
tasks included bursting n@al balloons

by thraving vater bombs at them. As
teams soon realised, Uk strength” just
wasrt enough. None ofhe teams opted
to “balance a ping-pong ball on a teaspoon

guestions siicaswWhat does the initial “F” down their bacand up the stairs”, | mean,

stand for in JEKtthis stag there wre
only two teams left in thauinning for the
grand prize and both anssed incalectly
with Frederigvhile the teams notisived
in the tiebreadr answred carectly with
Fitzgerald\nother toughie asWhat tw

“balance a ping-pong ball on a teaspoon
downtherbadk up the stairs”. ie more
popular detour optionas to stand on the
side ofa \ery busy Chutt Street posing
ridiculously for the camera. Mentally
challenging tasks included guessing
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Karen Tong

definitions for gien words or guessingowds for gien definitions oextremely obscure
words and definitionsind deciphering a migtakdden puzzlé\s eale task vas
completed, thereas a sense elation, yet also a sens@fad as to what to expect
next as | recall one teams $ldcresponsdll the way toulias house?!

Overall, it vas a fun-filled afteoon, or rathera “un”-filled aftenoon. Team USA
comprising ofAndrew Bng, Stghanie Lim and Stella Lim, came in first andaxtop-
rate prize —@den medald\ell done to all teams and tamit to seequ next year
in a BIGGER and BETTER race

¢
¢

sport’'s ooquNm

Sport’s Corner

Lun Ma
Youth Cup Games

Youth Cup Games is into its second year and praise God fatithtiaie ofthe yuths
to assemble for fellship edt month. The games preide an gerue for the guths
in Hope Chur to meet and interact witbuths from otherlwrces | have been
blessed to withess Geadvesome paer to unite teams to w@ne another veards
victory.

The pupose ofYouth Cup Games is to share thelof our Lord &sus Christ in a less
threatening esironment. e Word of God is sharedybvarious Yuth Leaders and
the games are plad competiely in the right spirit, Gadspirit.

| encourag all to be apgof Youth Cup Game#t is an aesome spting competition
that promotes fithesteam pdicipation and pnddes heaps diin. So ifyou love
Spot and yu love &sus then @G is the place to be

Youth Cup Games is held on the first Sayunfl@at month. One paicular sparis
played wer 3 monthsThe various spds, whid are migd in @nder include tout
football, soccebasktball and eleyball.
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¢® Brain Teasers 2 Hope Kids

1) What two words formed from different aangments othe same sewm letterscan
be used to complete the sentencentielo

The cautious peson deeplbefore he

can_ to a serious question.

2) Complete the six-letteonds so that the lastdvetters ofone vord are the first tov
of the next and last owof the fifth word are the first tavof the first.

3) Smith lges to create confusion. Onge$dg he sent an e-mail memo to his segretar
that said, "I'll be b&dn the office three gla before oneeek after the gaafter
tomomow."”

When would he be b&®

Yoom Fuimorjoy oy Aepuou(g
[BYIS] O[IA3 QIISIP OPIISIsowe(g
puodsas ‘syopuod(]

Allison Tong

Hi Everybody! So let us ask God for wisdom, read and
apply Bible tiths and :mm_vmwmwﬁou_m
What a wnderful holida season@had preabt and tedtHis Word. ““For the
during the summdewveryone in HopeKids  Lord gies skilful and godibgldvh;dm His
had egiting stories to share about their mouth come knowledge and understanding
holidays e thankdsus for His protection
over the bildren and for the @eks they  HopeKids receed a brand new tent, whic
enjoed. V& also thankedus for His we painted. Wused different coloured
strength and wisdom for thieildren as  sprg paints and handmade templates to
they @ to stool. Some e stared their  decorate the tenth€ dildren had so
first year ofsthool, and some are entering mud fun, but ve did lear that ve should
their last year girimay sdool. They are  only sprg paint when it is not so windy!
growing up spso fastlebus is really helping Stella and | ended up with plar spots
them to gow to become a mightpyng  on our faces and cloth&ghoops!
people for Him.
Thank ypu to eeryone who has expressed
HopeKids hge leaned the impdance of interest in becomingvolved in the
asking God for wisdom, just as Solomonchildreris ministy. Before becoming a
did. In 1 Kings 3, Solomon made a wiseteater or teating assistantpy need to
decision intwoosing whia of the two attend training will let yu knav details
women the bapbelongd to Two women  of the upcoming tehing training
claimed the batto be theirs because
during one night, the other lyab Have a wonderful autumn season,yna
accidentally died. Solomoasnable to you contirue to gow in Christ!
decide whitwoman told the tith because
he had ag€ld God for wisdom. Wéther God blessgu.
we are at homehurd, stool, vork,
spot, we need God'wisdom wherev
we are and wherewvwe @. God gven
wisdom helps us to nakhe right
decisions; it guides and guards biesses
our own life and also thevdis ofothers
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Jesus and School

Jesus tedes us iuke 10:25-3(The Good Samaritan), that wust “Love the Lord
your God with allgur heatrand with allgur soul and with albur strength and with
all your mind: He also sgs tqQ “Love your neighbour aourself’ (verse 27)

At school we can:

1. Shav love to our tedwers ly respecting and listening to thera.should obey them

and pr& that God will gie them wisdom.

2. Shav love to our friendsyosharing and helping theme Btould be patient and kind

to eab other We can also pydor them.

My name is:

| am in gade:

My favourite subject is:

My least feourite subject is:
At school | enjy:

For lundh | usually pacor eat:

God helps me atiscol by:

My name is:

| am in gade:

My favourite subject is:

My least feourite subject is:
At school | enjy:

For lundh | usually pacor eat:

God helps me atlsool by:

My name is:

| am in gade:

My favourite subject is:

My least feourite subject is:
At school | enjy:

For lundh | usually pacor eat:

God helps me atlsool by:

My name is:

| am in gade:

My favourite subject is:

My least feourite subject is:
At school | enjy:

For lundh | usually pacor eat:

God helps me atiscol by:

Cindy
6

English

Maths

running

ham sandwit, dhips and ater

He lets me understand the haodkwand
helps me gt through the da

Patridk

prestiool

drawing, nap time

| really lile it

the computerplaying with friendd have
4 friends

cheese sandwi@and burgr

God helps me not to be scareddiool.
| got a cetificate for being happy

Zadariah

day care

ABCD, colouring in, cutting paper
dolls but I like pushing big peodgrams
playing with ny friends

pasta, juice andater chicken

He helps me not to be scared

Joshua

4

spot

writing

playing socceffootball
a rutella sandwic
making me happy

Easter bkes

This Easterbefore homping on kbocolates and bouncing around bkinnieslets
shout “Happy Easteedus!” Bmember thaedus has risen! He isaaliodg!

What do wpu call a really funny duc
A quak!

What did the ducsy to Polly the parot?
Polly want a quder?

What do pu cet if you pour boiling ater devn a rabbit hole?
Hot cross bunnies

Which side ofthe hicken has most feathers?
The outside

What did the rabbit gdo the caot?
Its been nice “gméng” you

Why did the Easter bunny cross the road?
The dicken had his e

Why did the Easter gchide?
Because heas a little licken

What do pu call a ducthat plas basétball?
A slam duk

What do wpu call ten rabbits méing bakwards?
A receding hareline



