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3. Spring Fresh Encounter What is a fresh relationship with Jesus?
The Bible tells us in Revelation 2:2-5: “|

A lot of us may not understand how know your deeds, your hard work and your

. the senior pastor writes

¢ A New Season Begins

“He changes the times and the seasons..dry tree will soon start budding and that
Daniel 2:21 | will see beautiful flowers shooting out
from the dry twig, | would have cut it
| believe that this is your time and seasodown and throw it away. But because |
to see your prayers and heart’s desires know that when spring season arrives, it
blooming into those beautiful things thatwill automatically flower as God has
you have been waiting for. Life for you appointed it to. “He changes the times and
might have been very hard, cold and dryseasons...” in Daniel 2:21. There are so
like the winter season. Our home is verymany things that God has created in nature
much like a mighty big refrigerator that and | marvel at His handiworks time and
keeps us frozen and fresh. Often times lagain.
need to get out of the house to defrost or
thaw for awhile. It is very interesting that2. Spring Forth Fruit
our house is nice in temperature during
summer but freezing in winter. Typing onThe Lord Jesus Christ desires that we
my keyboard during winter season seemsderstand that in every season, He
to be an impossible task at times. requires us to bear fruit. He will provide
the conditions of the soil and the climate
Nevertheless we enjoy, accept, appreciate cause us to grow as He purposes it to.
and thank God for every season becausk is then up to us to recognise the times
it has its purpose and good. Personally, &nd seasons or miss it altogether. If we
do not gripe about winter and the cold know and make use of that moment we
weather because our two children, Davidvill begin to see ourselves bearing the right
and Jonathan find it a real blessing becaufeit during the right season. Every season
of their love for snowboarding. During has different fruits. It is very definite that
summer | can see our children enjoying the farmer knows that during this season,
the beach and turning themselves into  we will have this fruit growing and during
beautiful, red delicious lobsters. Autumnanother season, some other kind of fruit
is our 2 children’s birthday and our weddingvill be growing. The promise is that if we
anniversary and spring is enjoying the abide in Jesus Christ we will see that fruit
flowers blooming, especially tulips. appearing at the right time. God knows
the right time to bring that request to
Indeed if we were to take time to ponderfruition. Sometimes we wish to speed up
upon the different seasons, we can just the process or want certain fruit to bear
simply give thanks to the Lord Jesus Chrisat a time that is not their season. God is
not in a hurry. He is a God of order and
He is always punctual. He will never miss
out on what you have asked of Him. At
You know cherry blossom is one plant | times it seems like it, but we need to trust
never fail to admire and many times stanth the sovereign God who holds the
in awe of what God can do, bringing a universe in His hands.
seemingly dry dead twig to bloom beautiful
flowers. For me, if | do not know that the

1. Spring Flower

important it is to have fresh water to drink,perseverance. | know that you cannot
fresh crisp sun-dried fragrant clothes to tolerate wicked men, that you have tested
put on, especially those that have just beghose who claim to be apostles but are not,
brought down from the clothes line. Manyand have found them false. You have
of us just throw dirty and smelly clothes persevered and have endured hardships
in the laundry and in the next few days for my name, and have not grown weary.
they will have fresh clean clothes in theiryet | hold this against you: You have
cupboards. But those of us who have théorsaken your first love. Remember the
privilege to clean our house, wash our height from which you have fallen! Repent
clothes will know what | am talking about.and do the things you did at first....”
But those who do not have to do their
washing may not be able to understand These believers were doing many things
the satisfaction one gets of such resultsright. They worked hard, were patient,
: : ) ; hated sin and used the Word of God to

iJifeesul\i ;i;htiemsgsr'cv%?;ltfggéjgggﬁﬁ:gigg test man’s faithfulness. On the surface,

. they appeared to be model Christians. Yet

into something different, beautiful and ; ;
exciting. Only in Jesus do we really find ;a&)e IIa?]gje??gggthirr'T']ngSa?hae'gsﬁ;%evrch-ergey

these. Apart from Jesus you can do nothi : -
. A ' : ey first came to know Him. They had
obviously | am talking about somethin ost their freshness.

truly lasting and meaningful. Jesus said,

order to live a victorious and joyous
hristian life, we must stay at the feet of
esus and constantly be filled. A healthy
church is led by spiritually healthy believers
who have a fresh, appealing relationship
with Jesus Christ.

“I have spoken these things to you so th
My joy may be in you and your joy may b
complete.” John 15:11

Like standing in front of a fire hydrant to
get a drink of water, Jesus gives us His
truth so that His joy might saturate ever
area of our lives. And when that occurs
our joy is full... it's brimming-over-full.

¥he Lord gives us three simple instructions
'for returning to our first love for Him: (1)
Remember the height from which you

| have been a Christian for about 37 yeag’we fallen; (2) Repent, (3) Do the things

now. Of course | have my ups and down
but God is always faithful to see me
through low times. He is also there to enjo
my good times. Indeed He is same
yesterday today and forever.

ou did at first. Unless we know how far

e have fallen in our love relationship with

esus, we will not see our need to change.

he Lord requires honesty and
vulnerability.

Remember what it was like to be a new
| was standing at a self-serve salad bar Christian? We prayed simple prayers of
staring at brown edged, limp lettuce.  faith and loved reading the Word. We knew
Although presented in a lovely crystal bowlve could do nothing without Him. When
on ice, last week's leftover lettuce could we prayed to receive Christ and be filled
not be camouflaged. It was a disappointingith His Spirit, we took Him at His Word.
sight. You know, it is just as hard to fakeThe Lord honoured our simple faith and
a leftover relationship with the Lord. He yearns for us to return to it!
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Do you love Jesus as much as you did
when you first came to know Him? Do
you feel your relationship with the Lord is
fresh, or do you focus on leftover spiritual
experiences that are now brown-edged and
limp?

Rekindle your intimacy with God today
and everyday. He is patiently waiting to
spend time with you the way it was in the
early days of your new life in Christ. Do
not forsake your first love!

He is causing something beautiful to spring
out of something that seems dead and
miserable. Experience the first fresh
encounter again today.

God’s blessings.
Rev. Dr. Aileen Gunawan
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Women of Hope

¢ Belief Brings Success

Are you wanting to achieve a goal that yothough they face tough times and are
have set while at the same time experiencitgmpted to quit, they remain strong and
failures, disappointment and are at the believe in the opportunity to win the prize.
verge of giving up?
How do you become successful?
Don't Give Up!
Set your goal, keep your focus set on Him
The phrase “Give up” can have a and believe that you can do all things
tremendous impact on a person’s life. Théhrough Christ who strengthens you.
solution for this is found in the dynamicsPhilippians 4:13
of persistence and patience.
Personal Testimony:
Persistence is the refusal to give up when
faced with opposition or difficulties and Nearly two months ago, | set a goal to
choosing to continue firmly and steadily.make “9-Layer Kueh Lapis” (Asian
Dessert).
Patience is endurance in action. It is notA successful “kueh” will have a unique
sitting on a rocking chair waiting for springy texture. It was only after my
something to happen, but progressing fifteenth attempt before it was eventually
onwards even when the going is tough. successful and the desired texture was
achieved. | praise God for granting me the
Faith patience and the “secret” of the success
that was revealed in the middle of the
Take a step of faith by deciding not to givenight. Now it is ready to hit the market!!
way to doubts, disappointment and
disbelief. All the Best and Believe in the Lord.

Few athletes are born winners. Good Grace Tong
athletes are persistent and dedicated to

becoming the best. They set goals and

make the decision not to give up. Even
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16" June — 15™ July 2005

¢ Mission Trip Report

The Philippines to do. Obviously, Jonathan did not
understand a single word they were singing.
This is one country | did not know what This is really playing with the guidance of
to expect. People there take things prettyhe Holy Spirit. The people were so uplifted
easy and at their own pace. One thing faby Jonathan’s ministry both in the area of
sure is that they are indeed very ready faharing the Word and his playing of the
the Word. Getting into a taxi is one targedrums. When Jonathan asked the young
for us to see souls saved. We started sharipgople to come forward during altar call,
the Gospel at the beginning of the trip almost all the young people came forward
and at the end of the journey we see therto be prayed for. The mighty power of
accepting the Lord Jesus Christ. It is so God swept the place and all these young
wonderful and encouraging to see such people just hit the ground, some crying,
instant response from the people. The some praising God and some of them
people in The Philippines are so hungrywere so happy. It was a beautiful sight. It
for the Word and are so ready for harvestrought tears to our own eyes to see these
We visited quite a number of churches people being blessed.
and shared quite a bit about family blessings
as well as spiritual growth. They were salonathan alone did quite a number of
blessed by our sharing and wanted us tonvorship seminars in the different churches.
come back for more teachings. Until the last day before we left Sabah, he
was requested to give more worship tips.
Praise God for His goodness for using us
especially Jonathan, being his first time in
The Sabahans have their own identity an8abah.
zeal for the Lord Jesus. We shared with
the different churches about family Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur)
blessings and they were so blessed. It is
quite difficult to put into words as to how About 2 weeks in Kuala Lumpur revolved
much impact our sharing had brought around doing parenting and worship
upon their lives. But one thing for sure seminars and holding concerts. The theme
was that we could see their lives so touchddr the concert and seminars is “Honour
and changed by Word of God from a freshand Valour” Changing Hearts Changing
perspective. The satisfaction we Minds. The concert is about making right
experienced was just unexplainable.  choices, the success factor and tearing
down strongholds. So many parents were
Jonathan boldly took on a lot of challengeblessed throughout the seminar including
like playing drums for a Chinese their children. Many children were
congregation that speaks and sings onlyreconciled to their parents and parents had
in Chinese and Malay languages. Mind yaubetter understanding of how to treat
this is actually playing for their main Sundatheir children with respect as much as they
morning service with only a few hours want their children to respect them. It was
practice with the team before the servicesuch an eye opener for them. Many parents
started. | thought it was a very brave thinggnow the basic Christian principles of

Malaysia (Sabah)
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raising their children but many failed to David and Jonathan spoke about their roles
carry out the day to day disciplines whiclas children and many of them commented
sometimes are not very pleasant but verthat it was very unusual for parents to
much needed. minister together with their children. Most
of the time parents minister by themselves
It was such a challenging time for both talking about fathers’ role or mothers’ role
parents and children to begin to play theiand about how children should behave
part in order to see results and to and conduct themselves. Ministering as a
experience breakthroughs. There were family was a very rare thing. So they were
pastors and pastors’ wives who really really blessed.
wanted for us to come back and do
seminars for pastors’ family together witiThe concert was great and David and
their children. They are keen to know howJonathan were able to use some of the
their children can deal with being pastorgdeople there to be part of the concert.
children, understanding their struggles anQuite a number of David and Jonathan’s
pain and how to deal with them. They EP were sold together with David's
wanted to know how their children can devotional study guides as well. They sure
live as normal children and not having tadid a lot of autographing. Praise God!
live up to people’s expectations, sometimes
unreasonable expectations. The reason It was so refreshing to see all these lives
why they were worried was because thego enlivened by God'’s anointing and
have seen many of their children becomingtrength. It is always our joy to see people’s
rebellious and going astray because of spirit perked up and are ready once again
these unreasonable expectations from othéo march zealously for the Lord.
people. We were so moved by their request
and will certainly help them the next timePraise God for the opportunity to serve
we go back. Him everywhere!

Rev. Dr. Aileen Gunawan
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Men of Hope . Testimony

: Favour from The Lord ¢ Overwhelmed

“For whoever finds me finds life and Live to serve Him
receives favour from the LORD.”
Proverbs 8:35 As we serve others, we are serving God.

Rejoice! The Lord’s rich and abundant Matthew 25:34-40
favour is readily available.
“Then the King will say to those on his
How do you find favour with Him? right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the creation of the
world. For | was hungry and you gave me
Respond to the Lord by walking with Him something to eat, | was thirsty and you
daily. It means to live by His Word and gave me something to drink, | was a
listen carefully to what He says. Make Histranger and you invited me in, | needed
Word a vital part of our life, learning whoclothes and you clothed me, | was sick and
He is and what He likes. you looked after me, | was in prison and
you came to visit me.” “The King will reply,
‘| tell you the truth, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers of mine,
When we want to live according to His you did for me.’
ways, we need to make changes to our old
ways of thinking and how we had lived. It is a privilege to serve one another and
That is, we choose to be guided by the knowing that we will be blessed by God.
Lord and live in His ways. God favours
those who strive to live their lives to onlyl would like to take this opportunity to
please Him. thank the Lord for His favour upon my
life.

Live by His Word

Live according to His Ways.

God bless you.
William Tong

My wife and | would like to thank God Manager at Coles Express Parramatta. All
for His provision in our lives. This endlessPraise to God as He is faithful in His
supply of blessings began from the promises. | was ultimately blessed with the
moment we invited Jesus to be at the centygosition.

of our relationship. Together we prayed God’s tremendous blessing has been

for His blessings to be upon us, as we heldoured out through the body of Hope
onto His promise in Matthew 18:19 “Again,Church, lead by our senior pastors and

| tell you that if two of you on earth agreeextending through all the people. We thank
about anything you ask for, it will be doneGod for the body of Christ. Truly, where
for you by my Father in heaven”. This hasve are today is because of God’s Grace
been true throughout our relationship asaccompanied by the blessings of being
we began to experience God’s blessingswithin the fellowship of the body of Christ.
We are comforted in knowing that He is We say with much confidence that every
the nucleus of our relationship, carrying child of God in Hope Church have been
us through in our times of difficulty. such a blessing to our family.

God has continued to pour out His We know that everyone who comes under
blessings in our lives in the area of our His wings is blessed. We know that as you
careers. Recently we sought the Lord foreflect on what God had done in your life,
opportunities to move forward. As my you too will be overwhelmed by His

wife began applying for managerial rolesindying Love.

in her field, God began opening doors of

opportunity for her. She received an Lun Ma

invitation to apply for the role of

Purchasing Manager in Complete Office

Supplies and through the favour of our

Lord, she was successful for the position.

Few weeks later, | was informed by my
Area Manager about a Store Manager
position becoming available at a more

prominent location, before it was being
advertised. It was the position of Store
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events @ hope
Mother’'s Day

On the éh of May 2005, Hope Church celebrated a very special day - Mother’s Day.
We wanted to remember our mothers and the love that they have given us and all the
things they have done for us. God'’s desire for all His children is to honour and obey our
parents in Him regardless of what they have said or done. In the Bible, we are told to
obey our parents in Him. In Ephesians 6:1 it says “Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right”. If we want to live a righteous life before the Lord, we need to
walk in God’s ways and will and one of His desires for us is to obey our parents. By
obeying and honouring our parents, we also please our Lord as stated in Colossians 3:20
“Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord”. And as
we begin to please our God and delight in Him, God will in turn honour our obedience
towards Him. We celebrated Mother’s Day with a singing item performed by the Parramatta
Home Cell entitled, Deeply in Love, followed by another wonderful item presented by
Hope Kids.

Julia Ma

events @ hope .
Hope Church Anniversary

Hope Church celebrated ifsa@hniversary on th& @f August 2005. Six years of serving

God at Hope Church and the wonderful memories of each event, activity and milestone.
We reminisced about the joy that we experienced in the past years and thank God for
the growth of Hope Church, both spiritually and its members. We celebrated the unity,
love, laughter and the trials that we experienced at each stage of the journey. It has been
a glorious six years with the Lord taking us to a new level of glory each year. Indeed,
we can't thank the Lord enough for His goodness, grace and the abundant blessings that
He has bestowed upon His Church and the members over the last six years and we
continue to look forward to the many, many years a head of us until the Lord comes!

Julia Ma

events @ hope

Father’'s Day

We celebrated Father's Day on me)ﬂ September 2005 with a special singing item
presented by Hope Kids. It was a verse that they had put the tune to from Jeremiah 17:7
"Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose hope is in the LORD”. We
wanted to celebrate the wonderful and difficult tasks our earthly fathers had done for
us as well as what our Father in Heaven had done for us. We would like to thank the
Lord and our earthly fathers for their love, provision and protection we received. For
those of us who may not have an earthly father with us, be comforted to know that our

¢

Al

Father God in Heaven knew us even before we were born as we are His creation - Psal
139: 13-16, “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb.
I will praise You, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvellous are Your works,
and that my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when | was made
in secret, and skilfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my
substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashione
for me, when as yet there were none of them”.

We can be assured that our mighty God who created the seas, earth, sun and every

surrounding natural thing also created us wonderfully and fearfully. As we continue to
walk in His ways, He will protect and provide for us.

Sports Corner

Youth Cup Games

Ain't No Ordinary Basketballers...
“Just one more!”
“Do it!”

The exclamations from the sidelines were exploding with enthusiasm and expectation
but alas, it was not to be. Youthopea came in at 39 points just behind Wildfire's 40.

Not to worry, Youthopea was confident that the next game versus Pulse would be a wir
— it was.

During the first half, Youthopea was trailing behind on the scoreboards. After a short
break, the team returned to the court on fire. The team held up a solid defence while
star player, Lun Ma, put on a stellar performance as he scored several successive basl
effortlessly. Fharida Hansen put one in for the girls.

With the help of relentless cheering from their zealous supporters, Youthopea'’s score
edged forward to finish six points ahead of Pulse.

A goal accomplished, an objective fulfilled — A win for Youthopea.

However, as Pastor David noted in his message just before the games began, there ic
far greater goal that requires our utmost and when achieved, rewards the utmost:

“I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” —
Philippians 3:14

Karen Tong
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¢ Events

Weekly Events

Sunday: 10am
10am
4pm

Monday: 7:30pm

Tuesday 12:30pm
1:00pm

Wednesday: 8pm

Spring Events

September 4
September 10
September 24
October 29
November 6
November 19

November 26

Hope Church Worship Service
Jubilee Lane (off Marion St)
Parramatta 2150

Hope Kids

Youthopea
Jubilee Lane (off Marion St)
Parramatta 2150

Monday Night Prayer
56 Delaney Drive
Baulkham Hills 2153

UTS Unicell

UNSW Unicell

Home Cells

Father’s Day
Men of Hope

Women of Hope

Women of Hope
Youthopea Drama/Musical Night
Combined Men & Women of Hope

“Alive” - All Day Prayer

4
|
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Hope Resources

Resources and services available to you from Hope Mission Centre:

www.hopemissioncentre.com:
Complete with all the information you need to know about Hope Mission Centre,
this website provides a continually updated wealth of resources that will build your
life and encourage you.

OBS - Online Bible Study:
OBS is an online interactive Bible study, where users can share their thoughts or
the current chapter being studied, edifying and building up each other in the Word
of God via email. To find out more about OBS or subscribe, visit
http://www.hopemissioncentre.com/hopechurch.htm and follow the link to OBS
or email Pastor David Gunawan at david@hopemissioncentre.com

www.youthopea.com:
If you are looking for the latest in what's happening at Youthopea, this is the place
to go! The Youthopea website contains info on upcoming events, the word; OBS,
testimonies and articles, general info on Youthopea; when and where it is held, it
vision, talk topics and leaders. The Youthopea website also contains an InStyle
section exploring the latest media, technology and image trends in the market.
Other features are games, downloads and the Forum-Y site.

Forum-Y is an interactive part of the Youthopea website which allows users to
post questions and ideas on worship, the word, life questions, media, technology.
fashion and anything in general! It is a place of fun, fellowship and sharing. Forum-
Y is moderated daily which makes it a safe place to explore everyday issues with
others.

Hope Mission Centre Newsletter:
This quarterly publication contains numerous articles, testimonies and everything
you need to know about what is going on at Hope Mission Centre. So get your
hands on one today!

EQUIP training centre:
With numerous training programs to build you up in the Word of God as well as
ministry skills, EQUIP training centre will aid in empowering you to fulfil the plans
God has for your life. With everything from audio/visual production workshops,
worship seminars and music training to intensive discipleship programs (DOT.COM)
teaching & preaching courses and leadership empowerment classes, EQUIP trainin
Centre will help to equip you to fulfil your destiny. Contact Hope Mission Centre
for more details.

Sermon CD’s:

This has to be one of the most awesome creations of technology ~ sermons
recorded on cassette tapes and compact discs! Purchase a recording of the Hop
Church Sunday sermons or Youthopea sermons for the low price of $3 a Tape/CD!
Just speak to Julia Ma and she’ll arrange for one to be made for you.



Hope Mission Centre

Building Fund

big God big Vision big Heart

We believe that God has prepared hearts like Caleb, a man with a “different” spirit, who
dares to believe God, who see things positively, who gives his finances and life, who is
courageous enough to step out, go in and possess.

We believe God has prepared individuals and families who are prepared to commit to
give an amount of money over and above their normal tithes and offerings on a regular
basis.

If the Lord is speaking to you to give to the Hope MissionCentre/Church building fund,
our account details are as follows:

Name . Hope Mission Centre Inc. Building Fund
Bank : Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Branch . Stockland Mall, Baulkham Hills NSW
BSB No. : 062-336

Account No. . 1008 7884

If you wish to send a cheque, please make it payable to:

“Hope Mission Centre Inc. Building Fund”
56 Delaney Drive
Baulkham Hills 2153

All gifts and donations to the building fundtaxedeductible.

Together, let us build a nation for the Lord Jesus Christ, a people of power and a healthy,
strong and God-fearing generation.

15

: Chef's Corne

Fried Wontons & Ice Cream

-Oil for deep frying

-12 wonton wrappers

-8 scoops of your favourite ice cream

Method:

1. Heat the oil in a deep fryer or large saucepan to 190 C.

2. Add a few wonton wrappers at a time so that they do not crowd the pan too much.
Fry for 1-2 minutes on each side until the wrappers are crisp and light golden brown.

3. Leave the cooked wontons to drain on kitchen paper.
4. To serve, place one wonton on each plate. Place a scoop of ice cream on top of ea

wonton. Top with a second wonton, then add another ball of ice cream and finish with
a final wonton. Serve at once.
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: the youthopea section
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The Youth Pastor Writes

¢ Desperate Christ-lives

From young we are engulfed by a culturéo adopt a mindset that desires to be
that encourages us to be self-sufficient smdependent and reliant only on self, there
as to able to thrive and survive on our is no need for God. When a person is rich
own. We build a life that aims to be in  financially, intellectually, mentally and
control of everything possible and whenphysically, what need is there for someone
things grow too risky, we back away. Having’ho is All-sufficient? They themselves
been conditioned in this manner, is it anyelieve they are all-sufficient and hence
wonder that many people have a hard timeeject the need for God.
learning to trust and rely on God?

To change this mindset is certainly a
In many poorer countries, people in theidifficult task but by no means impossible,
desperation seek a higher being to help for Jesus goes on to say “With men this is
them alleviate their burdens. They knowimpossible, but with God all things are
that nothing on this earth can help thempossible” (Matthew 19:26). Trying to
and so they turn their sights to the spirituatonvince our friends that Jesus is the only
realm — a realm of faith, trust and the way, truth and life is many times an
supernatural. This state of poverty and impossible task, but God can work a
desire for divine intervention allows miracle in their lives to help them see their
tremendous things to happen — both goodieed for help. For people to receive Jesus
and evil. Because they trust anything, Satas their Lord and Saviour, they have to
easily manipulates and deceives people irdoknowledge first that they need Him; they
thinking he can offer them relief and so need Him to be forgiven of sin and they
many of them dabble in spiritism and otheneed Him to live a life of abundance and
demonic practices. On the other hand, iffullness. Our responsibility is to devote
these people are directed to the Living ourselves to praying for our friends who
God, miracles and revivals easily break outp not know the Lord and as we do so,
fuelled by the levels of faith and trust thatGod will open doors to show them their
they have in the Lord. state of fragility. When people catch a

glimpse of their susceptibility and
In Matthew 19:23-24, Jesus tells the  vulnerability, they realise their need for a
disciples “Assuredly, | say to you that it iSaviour and Lord. Thus it is in these times
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdomof need that we as Christians ought to be
of Heaven. And again | say to you, it is by the sides of oself-sufficigignds to
easier for a camel to go through the eyeshow them that they need Jesus — for only
of a needle than for a rich man to enter in Him is true security found both in this
the kingdom of God.” Why did Jesus sayife and for eternity.
this? Jesus knew the power of a self- Self-sufficiency is not only a problem that
sufficient mindset. When a person choosesffects those in need for salvation but also

19

those who have received salvation. Whilé/e don't always have to be in control. We
many Christians understand that they neegeed Him to always be in control. Even
God to be forgiven and saved, they do noin ourrichsociety thriving financially and
allow God to move any further in their intellectually, let us be poor in spirit —
life even though God has so many morepeople who are spiritually desperate for
supernatural things in store for them. If the Lord, so that God can move

people would start to let go of their supernaturally in our lives.

independent mentality, they would see far

more miracles take place. If they would Pastor David Gunawan

stop trying to take control of everything

and trust God more, they would see the

supernatural manifest in the physical just

as we read continually in the Bible.
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. Jono’s Word

¢ The Babel on BABEL

En ese entonces se hablaba un solo idionfdese people have set in their hearts to
en toda la tierra. What? | hear you say come together as one people, one power
thinking its all babel, unless you understargnd one purpose; to reach the heavens for
how to speak and read Spanish. That their names sake. And the result of their
sentence wasn't too bad because it still coming together is that “nothing they plan
consisted of our English alphabet. Try to do will be impossible for them.” The

_ Lord God Himself said that what ever
= g9 T&olshol & they plan to do is possible; they can do
910} 7} slitol 9l ek,

anything. Now these people are coming

against God, these people are not of God,
It all looks gibberish to you doesn'tit? and yet because of their unity and
But imagine if we could understand everagreement they did something that |
language and every letter or symbol; it thought was amazing. In verse 7, “Come,
would make life a little easier wouldn't it?et us go down and confuse their language
| guess you're wondering what | just wroteso they will not understand each other.”
in Spanish and in Korean (if you didn't Come, let US! God the Father, God the
guess the languages already). It writes Son and God the Holy Spirit have decided
“Now the whole earth had one languageto go down and do something about it.
and one speech”, taken from Genesis 11:The amazing thing is that they made God,
which talks about The Tower of Babel andhe creator and maker of all things, move
what happened when they came togethdrom His throne in heaven to see to this
as one and in one. The story starts frommatter. They made God MOVE! Their
verse 1 through to verse 9 and tells us ofinity and agreement made God move, and
the people building a tower that was as these people weren't even the chosen
high as the heavens so that they could people of God. What I'm saying is that if
make a name for themselves (v4). Theirthese people were able to move God from
initial motive for building the tower was His throne in heaven to come down to the
wrong! Building a tower that reached theearth... that’s powerful! What more if we
heavens was professing, “l want to be are His chosen people, His light and His
bigger and better than God! | wantto  children. What if we as His people come
make a name for ME!” With this attitude together as one people, one power, one
and mindset in our lives things will beginpurpose, one nation and in one God;
to fall apart, selfishness will rule and pridevouldn’t He do more? He would not only
will overtake you. In James 4:6Eit writescome down from His throne in heaven,
"God opposes the proud but gives gracebut He would bless, answer, heal and
to the humble." So we must be aware ofrestore the ones He loves. Matthew 18:19-
our motives and humble ourselves in ordeR0, “Again | say to you that if two of you
to receive His gracious grace. agree on earth concerning anything that

they ask, it will be done for them by My
Now if we look at verse 6 in Genesis 11 Father in heaven. For where two or three
we see that the Lord says, “If as one peopkere gathered together in My name, | am
speaking the same language they have there in the midst of them.” There’s the
begun to do this, then nothing they plan power right there! As we unite together as
to do will be impossible for them.” Wow! one then nothing we plan to do will be

impossible for us. It is a promise, a writteWWe may have our differences between one
truth that we must begin to take a hold of another, we may find faults in peoples lives
believe it, live it and receive it! We will and we may have our own problems to
always have our differences, but why notleal with; but if people of this world are
come together in our similarities and  able to come and agree as one, then what
celebrate our differences instead of beinmore the people and the children of God
divided. Isn't it awesome that we have alvho are committed to live a life for Christ?
sorts and all types of people in this worldyVe as children of God must be setting the
if we were the same wouldn't it be boringexample, setting the standards and setting
and repetitive? But God is so ingenious tohe morals of this world, not the other
create diversity and eccentricity in each way around. Today, let us come together
and every one of us. And the ingenious as one in Christ and we will begin to see
formula where People + Unity = Power; mighty things happen for the kingdom of
and God’s People + Unity in Christ= God. We will see God’s Abundant Power
God’s Abundant Power, which is by far in your life and in the life of others.

and beyond any other power or force in

this world. Romans 1:20, “For since the Jonathan Gunawan

creation of the world God's invisible Youthopea Director

qualities—his eternal power and divine

nature—have been clearly seen, being

understood from what has been made, so

that men are without excuse.” He made it,

He owns it.
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. word of encouragement

¢ To live for... to die for?

To live is Christ, to die ... not yet.

According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to die is simply “to pass from
physical life”.

The Bible, on the other hand, says that to die is to gain. This may be seen as a rather
peculiar definition considering the more common association of death with loss. However,
it begins to make sense within its context.

“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” — Philippians 1:21

One must realise first, that to live is Christ before death can be perceived as gain. In
Galatians 2:20, Paul says, “it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me”. This is what
he meant by “to live is Christ”. In effect, we have been given a completely new life,
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new” 2 Corinthians 5:17, wherein we have already died
and now Christ lives in us and we live in Christ.

Jesus Himself provides us with a perfect example of what it is to live a life that proclaims,
“to live is Christ.” In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus said to the Father, “yet not my
will, but [always] yours be done” Luke 22:42 AMP. The Amplified Bible recognises the
Greek used in this verse denotes a continuous action, “always”, in Jesus’ declaration that
God’s will be done.

In the same way, “to live is Christ” means that we must take continuous action to ensure
that the Father’s will be done. Take note here that it is exclusively the Father’s will to be
done, not our own, not anyone else’s, only the Father’s. There is no way to live such a
life except in Christ because He is “the way, the truth, and the life” John 14:6.

We must first receive salvation through His death and resurrection. Then, we must allow
His Word to guide us in His will, “Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my
path” Psalm 119:10, and the Holy Spirit to empower us to do His will, “But you shall
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” Acts 1:8.
That is to say, we must know His Word Romans 10:17 and do His Word James 2:26 —
there is little good in unapplied knowledge.

L X 4
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In living a life grounded in the Word of God, filled with the Holy Spirit and in line with
the Father’s will, we will ultimately be able to say as Paul did:

“For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure
is at hand. | have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith.
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved
His appearing” 2 Timothy 4:6-8.

To die is indescribable gain.

Karen Tong

Brain Teasers

1. My voice is tender, my waist is slender and I'm often invited to play. Yet wherever |
go | must take my bow or else | have nothing to say. What am 1?

2. What common English verb becomes its own past tence by rearranging its letters?

3. A word | know, Six letters it contains, Subtract just one, And twelve is what remains.
What is the word?

4. What can run but never walks, has a mouth but never talks, has a head but never wee
has a bed but never sleeps?

AT Y
suazo(J ¢
2% 10 187 '
UIOIA 'T
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2 HopeKids

Hi Everyone

Blessed be our Lord Jesus who is ever caring and compassionate. He is always doing a

tremendous work in our lives, holding our hand with a firm protective grip as we choose
to walk with Him. HopeKids has been tremendously blessed and we welcome Stella,

Serena, Julia, Ben and Amelia on board as teachers and teacher assistants. | have been
so encouraged and impressed by their display of creativity and talent as they share the

Word of God with the children in HopeKids. The children have responded well to the
new teachers, expressing thorough enjoyment over the new songs, games, crafts and
activities.

The children have been learning from the Apostle Peter. Stella's tunes and pop quiz

games have helped the children learn how Peter and John healed a lame man and how
Peter raised Tabitha from the dead through prayer. Ben's exciting games and wonderful

illustrations have taught the children how Peter and John were arrested, released, and

how the place where they assembled was shaken after they prayed. There is so much to

learn from Peter, and | would encourage you to study the apostle Peter. He was a man
who did have a very impulsive, outspoken, self confident temperament, and he could
even be perceived as arrogant. Yet God could still use his personality to mould him into

a great leader. Often, rash and impulsive acts can get us into trouble and merely appear
as human weaknesses. However, we can see in Peter's life that God used his personality

for His ministry. Peter's impetuous decision to step out of the boat to walk to Jesus on
water teaches about faith and stepping into the things of God. Even though he was
quick to deny Christ, his repentance was immediate, sincere and decisive.

Take a moment to think about yourself. Think about how God used Peter and really
allow God to use your personality and characteristics for His glory. We cannot simply
use our 'unfavourable' traits as excuses for our mistakes. What God treasures is our
willingness to change. Allow Him to transform you and allow Him to use you for His
great purpose. Begin to ask yourself, am | using the 'that’s just who | am' excuse for the
mistakes | make, or am | allowing God to change me and transform all of me? Are my
actions and thoughts being guided by the Spirit?

“Yet, O Lord, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You our Potter, and we all are
the work of Your hand.” Isaiah 64:8

Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external,
superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind
[by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is
the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and
acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you]. Romans 12:2

The first Sunday of Spring is Father's Day and we wish all the Father's a blessed Father's

4
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Day. Most importantly, we want to tell our Heavenly Father how much we adore Him,
and we want to thank Him for all His guidance, protection and provision. He promises
that He is with us every moment of our lives, wherever we may be, whatever we mighi
be doing. For some of us who do not have our earthy Father's near, we can take comfol
in knowing that our great God is looking upon us with loving eyes, giving us strength
and peace for every step that we take. Praise God!

May this spring season be filled with God's great abundance, peace, comfort and joy i
our lives.

Allison Tong

HSOpE)KFlsgs for Hope Kids

What we see

What we see, it's temporary
It doesn't last and it will end
But with Jesus, we’ll live for ever
All we have to do is believe

Burger and chips, they're temporary
Munch, munch, munch, and they’re all gone
Radio, great big toys and television

They break down, they wear out e
Crash bang boom =

Peter and John, they healed a lame man
He had nothing, couldn't even walk

But he believed, he can walk now

And he has Jesus forever in his heart.

Peter raised Tabitha from the dead.
Yes he, yes he did.

All he had to do was believe and pray.
Believe and believe and pray.

So he closed his eyes and he prayed to C
Then her eyes opened up and she sat up

Peter raised Tabitha from the dead.
Yes he, yes he did.






